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MEDIEVAL INDIA

times have beenimportant milestonesin the evol ution of the composite culture of

India New religionsmovementslike Sufi and Sikhism dong with Bhakti movement
contributed to this process. If you look around, you will seetheimpact of 1dam on many
aspectsof Indian culture. You might havevisited somefamousmonumentsinIndia. These
monuments stand asthe symbol s of the composite nature of Indo-Idamic culturein India.
You can also see how variousreigionsin India, including Ilam, haveinfluenced each
other. Besides, every regionin Indiaisfamousfor giving shapeto somefolk art or the
other. Development of folk artsthrough which the common peopledisplay their cregtivity
isanother significant agpect of Indian culture. Thevariousregiona languagesthat we speak
today too have aninteresting history which evolved during thisperiod.
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After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

Da/eloprnernsinthefieldof religion, folk art andlanguagein Indiaduring themedieval

e understand society duringmedieval times,

o tracetheriseof Idamand Sufism;

e describethepoalitica situation of Indiain medieval times,

e examinetheinfluenceof Idamonindianreligion;

o tracethegrowth of the Bhakti movement;

e examinethedevelopment of folk arts, painting and music during the medieva period;

e tracetheriseof modern Indianlanguages,
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o discusstheriseof Sikhismandthe Skh power inlIndig; and the Ages

o tracethedevelopmentsin South India

4.1 LIFE OF PEOPLE UNDER DELHI SULTANATE ff

Notes
WhentheMudiminvaderscameto Indiathey decided to makeit their home. They inter-
married and took to the culture of theIndians. Therewasamutual exchangeinideasand
customs. Indress, speech, mannersand intellectua outlook, thetwo influenced each other
very profoundly. Some of these changesare described bel ow.

Society

TheIndian society wasdivided into four mgor groups. They werethe aristrocats, the
priests, thetowns people and the peasants.

Aristocrats

Thearistocratsincluded the Sultan and hisrel atives, nobility and thelandholders. There
werea so the Hindu rgjahs, chiefs, Hindu merchantsand bankers. They concentrated all
thewealth aswell asthe power intheir hands. Needlessto say that they wereagroup of
very powerful people. They livedingreat styleand luxury. The Sultan outmatched everyone
inthis. Hehadtodo it so asto maintain hissuperiority and hisstatus. He had to show that
hewasdifferent from the others. Whenever anew sultan cameto thethrone, the Khutba
or sermonwasread out in hisnamein the Friday prayersat the mosquesand coinswere
issuedin hisname. Thisestablished thenew ruler onthethrone. Tomaintain hisdistincion
astheruler, hewasprovided with many officersand servantsat theroya household where
helivedin great luxury. Even the nobility imitated hisstyle and showed off their wedlth.

ThePriests

The Priestswere another important class of peopleinthesociety. Among the Hindus, they
werethe Brahmansand Ulemasamong the Mudlims. They weregiven grantsof tax-free
landfor their ma ntenanceand were often very powerful. The Ulemaswie ded greet influence
ontheMudim Sultansand often influcenced their policies. But at other timeslikeduring
thereign of Ala-ud-din Khalji, they were evenignored. Sometimesthe priestswere not
interested inreligiousaffairsbut weremoreinterested inworldly affairs.

TheTown People

Inthetown lived thewed thy merchants, tradersand artisans. Thenobility, theofficersand
the soldiersal so stayed in thetowns, that were the administrative and military centres.
Placeswherethe Sufi and Bhakti saintslived and placeswhich housed important temples
and mosgues had become pilgrim centres. Theartisanslivedintheir own specid quarters.
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Infact, theweaverslived intheweaver’scolony, thegoldsmith lived in acolony inhabited
by goldsmithsand so on. Thiswasthegenerd patternfor all artisansand craftsmen. These
peopole supplied luxury goodswere a so sent abroad for trade. Theroyal karkhanasor
workshopsemployed theseworkersfor producing beautiful goodswhich were often used
asgiftsto begiven away by the Sultans.

The Peasants

The peasants, of course, livedinthevillagesand were often theworst off. They paid huge
taxestothestate asland revenue. Any change of dynasty had no effect ontheir lives. Their
life continued asbefore.

The caste system wasvery rigid and intercaste marriagesand intercaste dining wastotal ly
prohibited. But exchange of ideasdid take place on alarge scale. Those who converted
themselvestoldamdid not forget their old customs. Thus, exchange of ideasand customs
took place. Many Hindu cusomswereadopted by the Mudimswhilemany Mudim cusoms
were adopted by the Hindus, likethose concerning food, dress, clothing and music, besides
many others.

Trade

Trade wasflourishing and many new townscame up to encouragetrade. Somecommunities
likethe Banias, Marwarisand M ultanismadetradetheir special vocation. Thebanjaras
traded in caravansand were continuoul sy on the move carrying goodsfrom oneplaceto
another.

Dehi wasthe centrefor theincoming aswell asoutgoing goods. Therewasricefromthe
East, sugar from Kanauj, wheat from the Doab and fine silksfrom the South. Besides,
therewereluxury goodslike metaware, ivory, jewellery, cotton textilesand many other.
Goodsfromoutsdelndialike East Africa, Arabiaand Chinaa so cameto Delhi. According
to Ibn Batuta, Delhi at that timewasamagnificent city.

Thegrowth of trade encouraged the use of money and at thistime cameinto usethesilver
tanka(coin). It wasthe most commonly used currency and wasintroduced by Iltutmish.
Eventhe system of weights, that were used at that time, continued to bein useuntil the
recent adoption of the metric system.

ReigiousCondition

When Islam came to India, Hinduism wasin vogue. But by this time Hinduism had
degenerated itsdlf. Therewere superstitious beliefs, ritual sand sacrifices. Brahmans had
becomevery powerful and the caste system wasvery rigid. The people, especially the
lower classes, wereill-treated. |dam wasthe opposite of what wasin practiseamong the
Hindus. It talked of equality, brotherhood and onenessof God. Therewereno dogmasin
Idam. Ontheother hand, it had asimple doctrine and ademocratic organisation.
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The coming of Idamdid not bringin many changesinthepolitica structureof the country.
Ontheother hand, it challenged the socid pattern of society. Theimportant result of this
contact wasthe emergence of the Bhakti movement and the Sufi movement. Both the
movementswere based on thefact that God was supreme, all menwereequal for Him
and Bhakti or devotion to Him wastheway to achieve salvation.

4.2 RISE OF ISLAM AND SUFISM

TheMudlimsfirst cameto Indiain the eighth century AD mainly astraders. They were
fascinated by the socio-cultural scenarioin thiscountry and decided to make Indiatheir
home. Thetraderswho cameto Indiafrom Central and West Asiacarried back withthem
tracesof Indian scienceand culture. Asaresult they became cultura ambassadorsof India
by disseminating thisknowledgeto the Islamic world and from there to Europe. The
immigrant Mudimsa so enteredinto matrimonia alianceswiththeloca peopleand learned
tolivetogether in harmony. Therewasmutua exchange of ideasand customs. TheHindus
and Mudimsinfluenced each other equaly in dress, speech, manners, cusomsand intellectua

pursuits. TheMudimsa so brought with themtheir religion, Idam which had adegp impact
on Indian society and culture. L et usfind out more about Prophet Mohammad and Idam
inthislesson.

Prophet Mohammad preached |dam in the seventh century AD inArabia. Hewasbornin
AD 571intheQurayshtribeof Arabia. Hemigrated to Madinafrom Meccain AD 622
and thismarked the beginning of theHijiraEra. According-totheMudimbelief, Quranis
the message of Allah revealed to Mohammad through hisarchangel Gabridl. It hasbeen
trandated into severa languages.

Thefivefundamental principlesof Idamare:
(1) Tauhid(belief inAllah)

(2) Namaz (prayers, fivetimesaday)

(3) Roza(fastinginthemonth of Ramzan)
(4) Zakat (givingof dms)

(5) Ha (pilgrimageto Mecca)

Prophet Mohammead' ssayingsare preserved inwhat iscalled the Hadith or Hadees. After
hisdeath the Caliphate was established. Therewerefour piousCaliphs.

Idamtalked of equality, brotherhood, and the existence of one God. Itsarrival particularly
made aprofound impact on thetraditional pattern of Indian society. Theriseof boththe
Bhakti and the Sufi movements contributed immensely inthisregard. Both the Bhakti and
the Sufi movementsbelieved that all humansareequal, God is supremeand devotionto
Godistheonly way to achieve savation.
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4.2.1 Rise of Sufism

Sufismisacommon termused for [Iamic mysticism. The Sufiswerevery libera intheir
religiousoutlook. They believedintheessentid unity of dl rdigions. They preached spiritudity
through musi c and doctrinesthat professed unionwith God. Sufismoriginatedinlranand
found acongenia atmospherein Indiaunder the Turkishrule. Their senseof piety, tolerance,
sympathy, concept of equality and friendly attitude attracted many Hindus, mostly from
lower classes, toldam. Sufi saintssuch asMoinuddin Chigti, NizamuddinAuliya, Fariduddin
Ganj-e-Shakar were the pioneer sufiswho are still loved, respected and honoured in
India. The sufiswerea soinfluenced by the Christian and Buddhist monksregarding the
establishment of their khangahs and dargahs. Khangah theinstitutions (abode of Sufis)
set up by the Sufisin northern Indiatook Islam deeper into the countryside. Mazars
(tombs) and Takias (resting places of Muslim saints) also became the centresfor the
propagation of Islamic ideas. These were patronized both by the aristocracy and the
common people. The Sufisemphasi zed respect for al human beings.

The Sufiswere organised into religious ordersor silsilahs. Thesesilsilahswere named
after their founders such as Chishti, Suhrawardi, Qadi. and Nagshbandis. According to
Abul Fazl, the author of the Ain-i-Akbari, there were as many asfourteen silsilahsin
Indiaduring the sixteenth century. Each order had itsown khangah, which served asa
shelter for the Sufi saintsand for destitutes, and | ater devel oped asacentre of learning.

Ajmer, Nagaur and Ajodhan or Pak Pattan (now in Pakistan) devel oped asimportant
centresof Sufism. Thesed so Sarted thetradition of piri-muridi, (teacher and thedisciple).
In order to attain astate of mystical ecstasy, the sufislistened to poetry and music (sama)
whichwereoriginaly inPersan, but later switched to Hindawi or Hindustani. They preached
theunity of God and self-surrender unto Himinamost the sameway asthevotariesof the
Nirgun Bhakti movement did. Music attractseverybody, irrespective of language. Slowly
such music attracted the Hinduswho started visiting the dargahsin large number. The
Hinduimpact on Sufism aso becamevisibleintheform of siddhasand yogic postures.

1. Thebeginning of which eraismarked by Prophet Mohammad' smigrationto Madina
from Mecca?

INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.1

2. WhatisRoza?

3. Whobrought Hindu followersto Idam by their attitude of piety, tolerance concept of
equality and sympathy?
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4. Nametheauthor of Ain-i-Akbari.

4.3 POLITICAL BACKGROUND Notes =

Therulersof Delhi, who ruled from 1206-90, were Mamluk Turks. They werefollowed
by theKhiljis, Tughlags, Sayyidsand L odis, who ruled northeralndiafrom Delhi till 1526.
All theserulerswere called Sultans. A Sultan was supposed to rule over aterritory on
behalf of theKhdifaor Caliph, who was considered to be the spiritual and temporal head
of the Muslims. Both the names of the Khalifa and the Sultan used to beread in the
khutha, (Friday prayers) by thelocal Imams.

In 1526 the Delhi Sultanswerereplacedby the Mughals, whoinitially ruled fromAgraand
later from Delhi till 1707. Thereafter, the Mugha rule continued only nominaly till 1857
when the dynasty ended. The Mughalsdid not ask for any investiture but continued to
send presentsto the Khalifas. They a so got the khutba read in their own names.

However, Sher Shah, alocal Afghanruler, challenged the Mughal ruler, Humayun and
kept him away from the throne of Delhi for about fifteen years (1540-55). Sher Shah's
reign standsout for many outstanding achievements. Among these wasthe construction of
several roads, the most important being Sarak-i-Azamor Grand Trunk Road extending
from Sonargaon (now in Bangladesh) to Attock (now in Pakistan) and run through Delhi
andAgraadistanceof 1500 kos. The other roadswerefromAgrato Burhanpur, Agrato
Marwar and from Lahoreto Multan. He struck beautiful coinsin gold, silver and copper
whichwereimitated by theMugha Kings.

Mughal emperor Akbar who ruled from 1556-1605 was agreat ruler in the history of
India. He made asincere effort to foster harmony among his subjects by discouraging
racid, religiousand cultura biases. Hetried to devel op friendly relationswith the Hindus.
Tofulfil hisimperialist ambitionsheentered into matrimonia alianceswith the Rgjput
rulers. His greatest contribution was the political unification of the country and the
edtablishment of andl powerful centra government with auniform system of administration.
Akbar wasagreat patron of art, architectureand learning. Asasecular minded monarch
hedso started afaith called Din-i-1llahi which encompassed ideasfrom variousreligions.
Onevery Thursday, scholarsfrom different religions cameto debate on religiousissues
raised by the emperor. Thiswas done at the Ibadat Khanain Fateh Pur Sikri at Agra.
Thoughilliterate Akbar patronised scholarsand learned men. In hiscourt therewerenine
such NavratnaMullaDo Pyaza, Hakin Humam, Abdur Rahim Khan e Khanan, Abul
Tayal, Tansen, RgjaTodar Mal, RggaMan Singh, Faizi and Birbal. Akbar’s policy of
liberdism andtolerancewascontinued by hissuccessors, Jahangir and Shah Jehan. However
thispolicy was abandoned by Aurangzeb.
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Aurangzeb’s short sighted policies and endlesswarsin different parts of the country
(especidly in South India) resulted inthe disintegration of theMughal empire.

Therise of the Marathas in the south, the invasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah
Abdali, unrest amongst the nobility inthe court and therise of the Sikhsin north- western
Indiadestroyed whatever wasleft of the Mughal power. Economically Indiawasstill the
biggest exporter intheworld and had great wedlth, but it wasl eft far behind in the process
of modernisation.

4.4 CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

Itwasinthefield of art and architecturethat therulersof thisperiod took akeeninterest.
The compositecultural characteristic of themedieval periodisamply witnessedinthese
fields. A new style of architecture known asthelndo- Ilamic stylewasborn out of this
fusion. Thedigtinctivefeaturesof Indo-Islamic architecturewerethe (a) dome; (b) lofty
towersor minarets; (c) arch; and (d) the vault.

TheMugha rulersweregresat loversof nature. They took pleasurein spending their timein
building beautiful fortsand gardens. Thefamous Mugha gardenslikethe Shalimar Bagh
andtheNishat Bagh areimportant e ementsof our cultura heritage. Therewerewaterways
and fountains criss-crossing these gardensand findlly, therewere gardenswith stagesor
levels. Thewater, while cascading from one stage to another, wasmadetofall in small
streamletswith lampslit behind them, making thewater shimmer and lend aspecial charm
to thewhol e atmosphere. It could a so be madeto flow over achiselled and doping dab,
sothat thewater flowing over it shimmered. Thebest exampleof thistypeof gardenisthe
Shalimar Gardensof Lahore (now in Pakistan). The Lahore garden hasthree stages. But
abetter examplecan beseeninIndiaat Pinjore Garden situated onthe Chandigarh-Kalka
road where we have aseven-stage garden. Thisimpressed the British so much that they
created athree-stage gardenin theVice-Regal Lodge (now the Rashtrapati Bhawan) in
New Delhi, It wason thesevery linesthat thefamous Vrindavan Gardenin Mysorewere
built in thetwentieth century.

Thepietraduraor coloured stoneinlay work on marblebecamevery popular inthedays
of Shah Jahan and thefinest examplesof thistype of work areavailableinthe Red Fortin
Dehi andtheTg Mahd at Agra. Besides, the structureswithinthe Fatehpur Sikri complex,
thefortsat Agraand Lahore and the Shahi mosgquesin Delhi and Lahoreareanimportant
part of our heritage. During this period mosgues, tombs of kingsand dargahs cameto
dominatethelandscape.

Coinage

Another aspect of art, whichisof great importanceto us, isconnected with Numismatics
(thestudy of coins) whichisamajor source of information for any periodin history. The
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coinsof Mudimkingsarevauablein history. Their designs, caligraphy and mint marks
giveusplenty of interestinginformation onthisperiod. Fromtheroyd titles, thenameand
place of minting we canfind out the extent of the monarch’skingdom aswell ashisstatus.
Muhammead Tughlag'scoinswereminted at Del hi, Daulatabad and severd other provincid
capitalsand had at |east twenty-five different varieties. Some of thelegendsfound onthe
coinsarequiteinteresting. Thewarrior inthe cause of God' and * hewho obeysthe Sultan
obeysthe Compassionate’, areafew examples.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.2

Fill intheblanks:;
|.  Thenamesof the Khalifaand the Sultan wereread in the

2. Aloca Afghanruler challenged the Mughd ruler Humayun and kept him away from
thethrone of Delhi for about fifteen years.

3. Tofulfil hisimperialist ambition Akbar entered into matrimonial allianceswiththe
rulers.

4. TheRashtrapati Bhawanin New Delhi wasknown as during British
rule

5. Thepietraduraor coloured stoneinlay work on marble becamevery popular inthe
daysof

4.5 BHAKTI MOVEMENT

The Sufiswere not the only popular religiousteacher of thetime. Therewere aso the
Bhakti saints. Their teachingsweresimilar to those of the Sufisbut they had beenteaching
for alonger time. They were popular among the artisans, craftsmen and tradersinthe
towns. Thepeopleinthevillagesasoflocked to listen to them.

The Sufi and Bhakti saints had many thoughtsand practicesin common. Their essential
belief wasinthe need to unitewith God. They laid stressonlove or devotion asthebasis
of therelationship with God. To achieveall thisaGuru or aPir was needed.

The Bhakti saints attacked the rigidity in religion and the objects of worship. They
disregarded caste and encouraged womentojoinintheir religious gatherings. The Bhakti
saintsdid their entireteaching intheloca vernacular languageto makeit comprehensible
eventosmpleminds.

The Bhakti saints belonged to various backgrounds but mainly from thelower castes.

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course

MODULE - 1i
History and
Culture through
the Ages

P
Notes *



MODULE 1

History and
Culture through . o .

the Ages Many wereartisansby origin or belonged to theless prosperousclassof cultivators. They
stressed the need for tolerance among humansand religions.
The Bhakti movement waslong knownin the South. Theideaof preaching Bhakti through
hymns and storieswastraditionally done by the Alvars and the Nayannars of the Tamil
devotional cult. Youwill read about them later in thisbook

Notes

Guru Nanak
Guru Nanak wasborn of aK hatri family inthevillage ) $|"fx$:// "
of Talwandi whichisnow called Nankana. Though §‘ — ,//

[ W
[

Guru Nanak wastrained in accountancy, he preferred
the company of saintsand sufis. Sometimelater, he
had amystic vision. Heleft homefor the company of
saintsand pirs. He composed hymnsand sang themto
the accompaniment of the‘rababy’, whichisamusica
instrument. His hymns are popular even today. He
emphasisedloveand devotionfor theoneand only God.
He strongly denounsed idol worship, pilgrimages,  ;
sacrificesand ritualsasaway to achieving God. He o
demanded purity of character and conduct asthefirsg =
condition of approaching God. Hebelieved that anyone

could achieveaspiritud lifewhiledoing hisdutiesasahouseholder.

A,

A
Py
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Ramanuja

Ramanujawasfrom the South and hetaught in
thelangauge of thecommon people. Hisdisciple
was Ramanandawho took his Guru’s message
tothenorthern partsof India.

Ramananda

Ramanandawasborn at Allahabad and educated
at Varanasi. He preached at both these places.
Hewanted to rid the Hindu religion of itsevil
customs and practices. He wanted people to
know that all menwereequal intheeyesof God
and there was nobody high born or low born.
Hisfollowersbelonged to diferent walksof like.
For example, Kabir wasaweaver, Sadhanawas
abutcher, Ravidasawasacobbler and Senawas
abarber.
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K abir

Kabir wasRamananda sfavouritedisciple. Like
Nanak, hecriticisedtheexisting socia order and
calledfor Hindu-Muslim unity. Kabir, the son
of aMusdlimweaver, strongly denounced idol
worship, taking part informal worship such as
Namaz, pilgrimages or bathing inrivers. He
wanted to preach a religion which was
acceptable to all and that would unite all
religions. Heemphasised the unity of God. He
called Him by several names such as Rama,
Gobinda, Hari and Allah. You must haveread
his*Dohas or ‘ couplets inHindi.

ChaitanyaM ahaprabhu

Chaitanyawasasaint from Bengal. Hewasadevotee
of Lord Krishna. Though he was a Brahman he
condemned the caste system and emphasised on the
equality of all. Hewanted the people to know that true
worshiplay inloveand devotion. Heusedtogointoa
trancesinging devotiond songsinpraiseof Lord Krishna

Mirabai

Mirabai wasanother Bhakti Saint who worshipped,
composed and sang songsin praiseof Lord Krishna
Like Chaitanya, shetoowould gointo atrancein her
lovefor the God.

Namadeva

Namadeva was atailor. He wrote in Marathi. His
poetry spoke of intenselove and devotion to God.

Popularity of theBhakti M ovement

How did the Bhakti movement became so popular
with the people? Animportant reason wasthat they
challenged the caste system and the superiority of the
Brahmanas. They wel comed theideas of equaity and
brotherhood which the Sufi saints also preached.
Peoplewereno longer satisfied with theold religion. They wanted areligion which could
satisfy boththelr rationality aswell asemotions.
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All the Bhakti saintsemphasi sed oneness of God. They said that the path to God lay in
devotion and Bhakti to Him and not in any rituals. They condemned ritualsand sacrifies.

Innorthern India, it devel oped into two streams, nirguna bhakti and saguna bhakti. The
nirguna bhaktaswere devotees of aformless God even whilecalling himvariously as
Rama, Govinda, Hari or Raghunatha. The most conspicuousamong them were Kabir and
Nanak. The saguna bhaktaswere devotees of Rama, the son of Dasharatha, or Krishna,
the son of Devaki and Vasudeva. Some of the best examples of Saguna bhaktaswere
Tulsidas, who idolised Ramain hisfamous Ramcharita Manas, and Surdas, who sang
praisesof Krishnain hisfamous Sursagar. Raskhan, aMuslim poet, who was adevotee
of Lord Krishna, also belonged to thistradition.

Thefirst important feature of bhakti movement wasthe concept of oneness of God and
brotherhood of al human beings. It did not discriminate against anyone on the basi s of
caste or gender. Itssecond important featurewas surrender into God, whoisdl pervasive
and capable of solving the problemsof the devotees. Thethird important feature of bhakti
wasan intense personal devotion to God with an emphasisonagood moral life. It wasfelt
that chanting the name of God constantly purified the soul and prepared onefor Hisgrace.
A true devotee does not want heaven or moksha. Heonly wantsto chant the Lord’sname
and bebornagainand againtosing Hispraise.

Inaddition, cametheguru or spiritua teacher, whosefunctionwasto provide peoplewith
hope, strength and inner courage. He was supposed to be a person who had marched
ahead on the path of bhakti and had probably realised God and hence was capabl e of
leading othersinto Him. Thisbrought in asystem of pahul. Pahul wasthe sanctified water
offered by amaster to the pupil or shishya asatoken of hisbeing accepted asatraineeon
hismarch to godliness. The Sikhs performed “washing of theswords’ ceremony, called
khande ka pahul, evolving asthe pir-muridi custom (the saint-soldier concept). Have
you been ableto notice here somefeatures of the Bhakti tradition, whichweresimilar to
the practicesand ideasof the Sufis?

Thespirit of Bhakti pervaded thewholeof Indiaand found vivid and beautiful expresson
intherdigiouspoetry of themedieva saintsand mystics, no matter what religiousfaiththey
believedin. Ther literary compositions, rendered into geet, gawali, etc united the people,
asnothing e se could havedone. It a so stimul ated the devel opment of regional languages.

r b

L_IEE INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.3

Answer thefollowing questions

1. What werethetwo main streamsof bhakti movement?
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2. Nameanimportant nirguna and saguna bhakti poet.

4.6 DEVELOPMENT OF FOLK ARTS

Therura massesgot opportunitiesto display their creative skillsinmany fields. Severa
occas onsassociated with agricultura operations, for examplethetilling of soil, sowing of
saplings, picking of cotton, pulling out theweedsand many other socid functionsprovided
opportunitiesfor singing and dancing. Doesthissound familiar toyou?Yes, thefestivals
and ritualsyou perform today have continued from the past with necessary changesin
keepingwithtime.

The advent of rains became occasionsfor dancing and merry-making. The godswere
invoked and special pujasofferedinthetemples. It wasa so an occasion for enjoying the
swings. Similarly, ladieson their spinning wheelsaccompanied by other ladieswould sit
together and singtill lateinto thenight. Thiswasacommon sightinamost al thevillagesin
India

Itisimportant to notethat al most every region devel oped itsown peculiar danceformwith
alocal flavour. Thus Garba, Kalbella, Bhangra, Giddha, Bamboo dance, Lavani and
innumerable other danceforms, cameinto existence. Today, some of these are performed
during the Republic Day celebrationsaswell ason other festive occasions.

Formal education wasnot considered very important for women but thisdid not prevent
them from showing their talent in various other fields. They displayed their creativity in
needlework. In Rajasthan, girlscame up with beautiful designson odhanis, shirtsand
ghagras. The Rajasthanis also created beautiful designs of tieand dyework infabrics
used both by women and men. Even today, wefind the people of Rgjasthan asthe most
colourfully dressedin India. Their lavishnesscould be seenin theway they decorated their
animas(horses, bullocks, camelsand even e ephants). In Punjab, the girlscreated beautiful
phulkaris. In and around L ucknow, came up the chikan work on shirts, salwars, odhanis
and even sarees. It appears that the dramatists about whom Bharata mentionsin his
Natyashastra (fifth century AD) had not completely disappeared. Thetamasha and the
lavani formsof dance dramawere developed in Maharashtra; the Pandavanisin central
Indiaand Merasisin northern Indiaapplied such art formswith dight modifications. So
also the puppeteer, the bard and the mime moved from placeto place, entertaining people
invariousways. The acrobat and the juggler also could be seen moving from placeto
place. Insomeareasthe martia artswere devel oped, whilewrestling hasbeen popular dl
over Indiasncetimeimmemoria.
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.4

1. Nameany twoimportant folk dances.

2. Nameany oneimportant type of needlework that developedinIndia.

4.7 PAINTING

Another areawhich wasinfluenced by 19 amic culture was painting. Humayun had spent
morethantwelveyearsin Persaasarefugee. Hebrought painterswith himto Indiawhen
hebecametheruler of Delhi onceagainin 1555. Famousamong themwere Mir Sayid Al
and Abdus Samad who nurtured thetradition of painting manuscript. Anexampleof itis
Dastan-e-Amir Hamza, which hasnearly 1200 paintings. The period a so witnessed the
flowering of portrait and miniature paintings. However, what isamazing isthat some of
these painterstried to paint the classical ragas, thereby giving form and colour to such
abstract conceptionsasmusic. Seasonsor baramasa paintingsweresmilarly givenartistic
forms. Canyou ever estimatethe creativity of these artists? Nowhereelseintheworld
except perhapsin China, artists havetried to paint music or seasons.

Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan continued to give patronageto these artistsand asa
result, theMughd school of painting continuedtoflourish. Akbar asaliberd ruler extended
hispatronageto painting. Hea so employed alarge number of Hindu painterslike Daswant
and Basawan Ld. Consequently, therewasafusion of Persan and Indian styles(of painting)
during hisperiod. The European influence on Indian painting too was noticed.

TheMughd school of painting reacheditszenith under Jahangir who wasafamouspainter.
His court was adorned with famous painterslike Ustad and Abul Hasan. Mansur was
famousfor hisminiature painting. However Aurangzeb dueto hisorthodox viewsand
politica preoccupations, slopped patronising music and painting. Liketheir masters, some
princes a so extended patronageto painters. Thus, besidesthe Mugha school, the Rgjput
and the Pahari schoolsof painting al so recel ved encouragement. Even the upper classesin
society started patronising painters. Asaresult, the havelis (big mansions) of therichand
templeswere profusaly embellished. These havelisin Rgasthan attract alarge number of
touristseventoday. You can visit thesehavdisif you find an opportunity tovisit Rgasthan.

TheMugha school of painting from the s xteenth to the e ghteenth century gaverisetothe
Indo-Persian school of miniatureart. The Mughal court paintersintroduced landscapes
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together with human figuresand costumes. When they camein touch with thetraditional
Indian styles, they became more natural. Signing on the miniatures asatradition also
started. Artistswere now employed on monthly salaries. They illustrated such important
works as the Changeznama, Zafar nama and the Ramayana.

TheMughal emperorsAkbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan, patronised several musicians.
Tansen, who adorned the court of Akbar, not only sang the classical ragas but also
composed new ones. It issaid that Shah Jahan himself was quite agood singer. These
musi ciansentertained theemperorsat different timesof the day and in different seasons
with appropriateragas.

During the Turko-Afghan rulein India, asynthesisof Indo Iranian music had started.
During theMughal rule, it devel oped further. It isinteresting to note that Aurangzeb was
against music, but thelargest number of bookson classical Indian musicin Persianwere
written during histime. Inthe North, adistinct school known asthe Hindustani school of
music cameinto being anditsspecidlity lay in producing sweet and rapturous mel odiesto
auit different moodsof life. Theragasand theraginiswere personified accordingly. Khayd,
Thumri and Ghazal were also elaborated during this period. Tansen, wasin asensethe
pioneer of thisschool. Similarly, in the south, the Carnatic school of music devel oped.
However, ordinary peopleretained theflair for folk music and folk songsto commemorate
their local chiefslikeAlha-Uddl, Dulla-Bheatti, Jaimal -Phattaetc.

Indo-Mughal Culture

TheMughal rulersdiscarded theAfghan titlesof Sultan and styled themsel vesasBadshah
(emperor) and Din-e-Panah (protector of faith). Further, to evokereverenceamong the
subject for the emperor, they started the practice of jharokha dar shan or making public
appearancesthrough specially built windows. They also encouraged the court practice of
sjda (low prostration before the kings) and concentrated religious and political power
morefirmly intheir hands.

4.9 RISE OF MODERN INDIAN LANGUAGES

Another important devel opment during this period wasthe emergence of several modern
Indian languages. Urdu perhapsoriginated around Delhi. It devel oped asacamp language
inthearmy of Allauddin Khilji whenthey were stationed in the Deccan around fourteenth
century AD. Infact, the states of Bijapur and the Golcondain the Deccan becamethe
cradlesof Urduliterature. Thelanguage soon devel oped itsown grammar and becamea
distinct language.
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Astime passed, it cameto be used by the eliteaswell. Thefamous poet Amir Khusrau,
who composed poetry inthislanguage, aso played somepartinmaking it popular. Besdes
poetry, beautiful prose, short stories, novelsand dramawerewritten in Urdu during the
e ghteenth and nineteenth centuries. Inthefirst haf of the ninteenth century Urdu journaism
played avery important role during the strugglefor independence.

Alongwith Urdu, nearly dl other modern Indianlanguageslike Bengali, Assamese, Oriya,
Khari Bali, Punjabi, Gujarati, Marathi, Sindhi, Kashmiri aswell asthefour South Indian
languages-Tamil, Telugu, Kannadaand Malaya am—cameto acquiretheir present form
and devel oped during thisperiod.

4.10 NEW FAITHS

During thisperiod, two new religiousfaithsflourishedin India. They were Sikhism and
Zoroagtrianism. To bring theestablished reformswithin religion variousreform movements
asostartedinindia,

Skhism

The Sikhs, who mostly belong to Punjab, form asizable group of our population. The
orthodox Sikhsbelievethat their religion wasrevealed by God to Guru Nanak, whose
Spirit entered the second and the subsequent gurustill thetenth Guru. Guru Gobind Singh,
ordained the Sikhsto treat the Adi Granth, popularly known asthe Guru Granth Sahib,
astheir Guru. But the studentsof history and religion think that the seedsfor thebirthand
growth of thisreligion were present in the Bhakti movement, initsnirguna branch. The
Sikhsbasicdly believeinaformless God, equality of al mankind, need of aguru andthe
pahul tradition.

Sometimes, the gurudom was conferred on the son and sometimes on the best disciple.
Thefifth guru, GuruArjun Dev, gavethe Sikhsthreethings. Thefirst wasin the shape of
the Adi Granth, which containsthe sayings of five gurusand other allied saints. The
second wasthe standardised script for Gurmukhi inwhichthe Adi Granth wasfirst written.
Andfindly, thesiteand thefoundation of theHar Mandir sahib or the Golden Templeand
theAkal Takht at Amritsar, the highest seat from wherethe dictatsfor the entire Sikh
community areissued.

Thetenth guru, Guru Gobind Singh created the K hal sa, which means* thepure’, in 1699.
Healso ordained the Sikhsto take five vows, namely, keeping of kesh (long hair and a
beard), kangha (comb), kada (a metallic bangle), kirpan (a sword) and kaccha (an
underwear extending to alittle above the knees). Consequently, these symbolsbecame
thedistinguishing marksof aSikh. Hefurther added that after hisdeath the Adi Granth
will bethe guru of the Sikhsand they haveto pay obel sanceto thisholy book.

Music hasawaysbeen an important feature of Sikhism and they believed that through
musi C one can attain ecstacy or samadhi.
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Zoroadrianism

ThePars or Zoroastrian religion wasfounded by Zarathushtraor Zoroaster, intheeighth
century BC. He preached monotheism in theregion now known asPersia.

He taught the worship of fire and the presence of good and bad in the form of Ahura
Mazdaand AhuraMan. Hea so taught the ethical doctrine of kindnessand charity. These
doctrinesareenshrinedinthe Zend Avesta

TheZorastrian religion spread over thewhol e of Persaand remained thedominant religion
till theeighth century AD when Mudimsconquered thisregion. Most of theParssmigrated
to different partsof theworld. They aso cameto Indiaand settled at Navsari in Gujarat,
and later on spread to almost all parts of India. They have contributed alot to Indian
culture. It was Dadabhai Naorgji, thefamousnationalist leader and aParsi, who exposed
thehollownessof theBritishdamof civilizing Indiaand not exploitingit. Another outstanding
figure, who bel onged to thiscommunity, was Jamshedji Tata, apioneering Indianindudtridis.
Heestablished aniron and stedl industry in Indiaintheface of thetoughest competition
posed by the British steel millsand yet continued to prosper. The Parsees al so established
alargenumber of public charities. Zorastrianismisnot aprosaytising religion and no new
entrantsare accepted into itsfold under any circumstances.

Thus, we can seethat the cultura streaminIndiacontinued to assmilated| thenewcomers
andtheresulting cultura interaction gavelndian cultureitscharacteristic multidimensiond,
multilingud, multireligiousand yet compositenature.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.5

Fill intheblanks

1 founded the Khalsaand fixed thevow of fiveKs.

2. worshipthefire, believein good and bad and encourage kindness
and charity.

4.11 SOUTH INDIA

Between the ninth and eleventh centuriesAD, adynasty known asthe Cholaswasruling
the Cholamandalam regionin Southern India. The Cholasdevel oped astrong army, besides
apowerful navy. Rgjendra Cholais said to have conquered some Indonesianislands.
They dsodevel oped democraticinditutionsat thevillagelevel . Even Buddhismand Jainism
flourished inthisregion. Literature, finearts, scul ptureand meta castingsof the highest
order flourished under their patronage. Thefourteenth century saw theriseof anew state
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cdledVijayanagaranow called Karnataka. Tothenorth of thisstate acrossthe Tungabhadra
river roseanew |damic state, called the Bahamani, now known asAndhraPradesh. The
Bahamani and Vijayanagarakingdomswere pitted against each other over therich Raichur
Doab.

Inthe Cholamandalam region, the Tamil languagewas popular. In Karnataka, Kannada, in
Andhra, Teleguandin Kerdla, Mayaamflourished, all having different scripts. Itisjust
possiblethat originaly the entireregion spoke Tamil, asitisavery old language. But by the
middle ages, thefour languages had cometo have distinct identities. However, between
thefourteenth and the sixteenth centuries, Vijayanagaraachieved great heights. Some
foreigners, who visited these areasin thefifteenth and sixteenth centuries, have praised the
kings, thetown and the people. Theremainsof Vijayanagarafound in Hampi dazzlethe
world eventoday.

During the Cholaperiod, Kanchi becameagresat seet of learning. TheVijayanagarakings
also becamegreat patronsof art and leaming.

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e Theearly Turkishrulers(1206-1526) were called Sultans, asthey were supposed to
ruleon behalf of the Caliphs.

e TheMughalsreplaced the Sultans of Delhi. They patronised music, painting and
architectureand they ruled Indiatill 1707. They aso built alarge number of buildings.
The Mugha empireweakened and disintegrated after 1707. In thischaos, emerged
the British East IndiaCompany, asapoalitica power.

e TheSufiswiththeir attitudeof piety, tolerance, sympathy, and concept of equality had
deep impact on the Indian people.

e TheBhakti movement of fourteenth and sixteenth centuriesdevel opedinto two streams;
nirguna and saguna.

e Thepeopledeveopedtheir ownregiona and locd folk traditionsof danceand music.

e Themedieval period saw the emergence of Urdu. This period saw therise of the
present-day Marathi, Tamil, Telegu, Kannada and Maayalam in the south and
Assamese, Bengdli, Hindi or Khari-boli, Punjabi and Gujarati languagesin the north.

e Sikhismwasfounded by Guru Nanak. GuruArjun Dev finalised the present script of
Gurmukhi, the Adi-Granth and the site of Har-Mandir inAmritsar.

e Zoroadtrianismwasfounded by Zoroaster in eighth century BCinPersia.

e TheCholasconquered parts of Benga and Indonesia. They introduced democratic
indtitutionsat thevillagelevd.
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e Vijayanagara sremainshavebeenfound at Hampi in Karnataka. IntheAndhraregion,
flourished the Bahmani State.
e Thelndiansociety at thistimewasdivided into four mgjor groups- thearistocrats, the
priests, thetown people and the peasants. Notes ©

Tradeflourishedin Delhi asthe centreof all incoming aswell asoutgoing trade.

Islam had agreat influence on the I ndian society. Thereweretwo important religious
movementsduring thisperiod— The Sufi and the Bhakti movements.

Themost important Sufi saintswere Chishti, Firdaus, and Nizam-ud-dinAuliya.

Somewell known Bhakti saintswere Guru Nanak, Ramanuja, Ramananda, Kabir,
Chaitanya, Mirabai and Namadeva.

:‘ TERMINAL EXERCISE

. Describethepolitical situation of Indiain medieva times.

. Discusstheinfluenceof I9am on Hinduism.

1
2
3. Examinetheroleplayed by the Bhakti movement inenriching Indian culture.
4. Writeanoteontherise of modern Indian languages.

5

. Discusstheriseof thenew faithsnamely Sikhismand Zoroastrianism.

i
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

41

=

Beginning of Hijiraera

2. Rozaisfagtinginthemonth of Ramzan
3. TheSufis

4. Abul Fazl

4.2

1. Khutba

2. Shershah

3. Rgput
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5. ShahJahan
4.3
1. Nirgunaand Sagunabhakti arethetwo main streams of thismovement.
Notes

2. Nanak and Kabir (any one) Nirguna poets, Tulsidas and Surdas (any one) Saguna
Poets.

4.4

1. Garba, Kabelia, Bhangra(any two)

2. Phulkari in Punjab, Chikanwork in Lucknow (any one)
4.5

1. GuruGobind Singh

2. Zoroastrians
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