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Why in News?

* India ranked 94th out of 167 countries in the 2026 UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) Index, achieving its highest-ever position
with an overall score of 68.3 out of 100, according to the Sustainable

Development Report 2026 released by the

L Development Solutions Network (SDSN).
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KEY FINDINGS OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2026

e
(A) GLOBAL

» Off Track for 2030: Globally, none of the 17 SDGs are on
track to be achieved by 2030.
Only about 16.5% of individual SDG targets are
progressing on track, with nearly half making only marginal
progress and 15% actively reversing since 2015.

Top Performers: Nordic countries continue to lead the
global rankings, with Finland securing the top spot,
followed closely by Sweden and Denmark.

At the Bottom: At the bottom of the index are Chad,
the Central African Republic, and South Sudan due to
conflict and instability.

Most Stagnant Goals: The goals furthest off track
globally are SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 11 (Sustainable
Cities), SDG 14 (Life Below Water), SDG 15 (Life on
Land), and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and Strong
Institutions).

Multilateralism Commitment: Barbados ranked first
globally in its commitment to UN-based multilateralism,
whereas the US ranked last, largely due to its opposition
to the 2030 Agenda and withdrawal from international
organizations.

(B) INDIA

Major Global Mover: Since the SDGs were adopted in 2015,
India has climbed 18 places (from 112th to 94th), making it
one of the fastest-improving major economies alongside China.
However, it still lags behind South Asian neighbors like Bhutan,
Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.

2030 Projections: Only 33.3% of India's SDG targets are on
track to be achieved by 2030, while progress is limited to 42.7%
of targets, and 24% have worsened.

The Hunger Crisis (SDG 2): Zero Hunger remains India's most
pressing challenge.

Progress is stagnating, with child wasting rising to 19% (the
highest globally), child stunting remaining severe at 29.3%,
and undernourishment rising to 12%.

Widespread Structural Bottlenecks: India faces “major
challenges” in 7 of the 17 goals, specifically SDG 2 (Zero Hunger),
SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being), SDG 5 (Gender Equality),
SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities), SDG 14 (Life Below Water),

SDG 15 (Life on Land), and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and
Strong Institutions).

Governance and Health Reversals: Under SDG 16, India's
score on the Press Freedom Index has dropped severely (from
59.51 in 2015 to 31.96 in 2026).

In health (SDG 3), mortality linked to air pollution and non-
communicable diseases has worsened.

Deteriorating: India is deteriorating on two environmental
SDGs—SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production)
and SDG 13 (Climate Action).

The decline in SDG 13 is primarily driven by rising carbon
dioxide emissions from fossil fuel combustion and cement
production, with per capita CO; emissions reaching a record
high of 2.21 tonnes.

Areas of Success: The report highlights that India has made
significant, notable progress globally in expanding electricity
access (SDG 7) and increasing mobile broadband and internet
usage (SDG 9).
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs)

About: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are 17 interconnected
goals with 169 targets, adopted by 193 UM Member States in 2015
under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development te address
poverty, inequality, climate change, and environmental degradation.

Aim: To achieve peace, prosperity, and sustainable development by 2030
through global cooperation.

Historical Evolution: The concept of sustainable development was
defined in the 1987 United Nations Brundtland Commission, followed
by the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 2000, the Johannesburg
Declaration (Rio+10) in 2002, and the Rio+20 Summit (2012), which
laid the foundation for the SDiGs.

Core Principles of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: Based
on Universality, Integration, Leave No One Behind, Multi-Stakeholder
Participation, and periodic monitoring through the Global Sustainable
Development Report (GSDR).
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THE 5 Ps (FOUNDATION OF 2030 AGENDA)

H P L Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education,
eople health, and well-being for all.

Protect the planet from degrndation through
@ Planet sustainable consumption and production, and

responsibly managing natural resources.
/]/i Prosperity Ensure prosperous and fulfilling lives in harmony
=l with nature.
&ﬁ Peace Foster peaceful, just and inclusive societies.

. Implement the agenda through a global partnership

'@‘ Pn.rtnershrp based on strengthened global solidarity.
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(1) NITI AAYOG - SDG INDIA INDEX

« While the UN SDSN releases the global index,
NITI Aayog is the nodal agency for monitering
SDGs in India.

= NITI Aayog is the nodal agency for SDG
implemenation through the SDG India Index
& Dashboeard.

« It promotes cooperative and competitive
federalism.

Indicators.

INDIA'S DOMESTIC SDG ARCHITECTURE _

(2) MOSPI - NATIONAL MONITORING
« The Ministry of Statistics & Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) tracks progress
towards SDGs through the MNational
Indicator Framework (MIF) with 277

= It is supported by the Data for Development
Coordination Forum (DDCF) in partnership
with NITI Aayog and the UN Resident
Coordinator Office.

(3) MINISTRY OF PANCHAYATI RAJ

+ Localises SDGs for effective implementation
at the grassroots level.

* Uses 9 thematic themes, the Local Indicator
Framework (LIF), and the Panchayat
Advancement Index (PAI).

« PAI assesses over 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats
on a 100-point scale.
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