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Envivonmentol Performance Index (EPI) 2026 (55 Paper I - Envixonment)

Why in News?

o Yale Environmental P&rforma-nc& Index (EPI) 2026
ranked India 176% out of 177 countries with
o score of 22.46, making it the second - lowest
ﬂiobaﬂ:.i (above Laos).

Areas of Improvement

(1) Climate Cka.nje (Rank: 130)
* Score im]arovezf by 13.98 Points over the

last decade.

. ngress driven 53:

— Expansion of rencweble energy.

- Improved energy effic.c'encb:,

- Stronjer climate - related regufa.tions.
(2) Waste Management (Rank : 141)

o Better mum'cipzu" solid waste manag
e Fositive impact oaf Swachh Bharat Mission.
| () Sanitation (Rank: 141)

e Expansion of toilet coverage.,
L] Imlprave,d _smffa.t.-.'an fnacra.sfmcture.

o Estonia topped the index with a score qf 74.79.

Environmental Performance Index (EPI)

e A biennial sloba.! environmental assessment index.
e Launched: 2000.
o Published by

— Yale Center Ja.:r Environmental Law & Pof:'r::.’f
(YCELP)

— Center for TInternational Earth Science
Informa‘tfon Network (CIESIN))
Columbia Univer,sffg.

. Objecﬁve: Evaluates countries' environmental
performance using scientific, data-driven

indicators.

ement .

Major Areas of Concern

@ Air Quality (Rank: 174)

MaJor Sowrces
o Vehicular emissions s Industrial Poﬂuf{on

e Coal-based thermal power plants o Construction dust
e Biomass 5urm'nj

@ Biodiversity (Rank: 174)
o Habitat destruction

| EPI 2026 Framework |

e 177 countries

. Infra.struc.ture expansian
. Ewsysfe;m fmjmfa.ﬁon

e 47 indicators . Defare.sfaffon
¢ 12 l:.r}\.:’fronme.'nfaf. issue categories O Botlevis
e 3 o :cy O@ectcve.s: . D{;’.dt‘m‘ﬂj tree. cover . H;jk Pesi‘ic[oie poifufion

@ Environmental Health
@ Eca.sbfstem ch‘af{fy
@ Climate Cho.nge.

Signi
Tracks countries’ progress towards :
—» Sustainable Devefapmmt Groals (SDG—S)

—» Paris As—reement
— Kunminj—MontreaJ Global Bioai:'versify Framework

L Inaa'.eguaf:e wrban wa.s'fe.wafer

o Unsustainable fisheries
treatment

o Weak Poifu,fc'on control in cities
Key Challenge for India

Bal ancinj :
—> Economie deveiopmeni: "

icance

— En&rjg se.r.urifyk
—> Envfmnmmfa.f Susfa-fmézftfg
Ra.,ofd urbanisation and industrialisalion confinue

dia’s Performance
In : JCO to Enfwstbfg envivonmental pressures.

Yea"f 2022 2024 2026 Con.sfr:fuﬁ'ormi Provfs {ons
Rank 180 176 176 o Article 48A : Protection and im_prove.mmf cf
the environment.

¢ India has remained among the five worst- . Article 51A(g): Fundamental duty to protect

Pufarminj- countries since 2022, : II 2 N prove. the. notun MY 253

~
Wag Forward

v .Sirengﬂwn enforcement of environmental [aws,

v’ Improve urban air ?mﬁfy i'hrough cleaner f‘m.nslporf
and stricter industrial emdission standards.

| v Accelerate renewable energy adeption and reduce
fossil fuel dependence.

v Expand wastewater treatment and s'nfegmfed' waste
management .

v' Promote swustainable a.gﬂ'cuffu;'e. and natural farmfn.g
to reduce pesticide wse.

v Increase afforestation, ecosb‘sfem restoration and
biodiversity conservation.

v Improve environmental data Qm&'fgr fmnsparmcg
and outcome-based monitoring.

v _Infe‘?ra.ﬁ’_ ertvc:ronme.nfaj Susfmna.bl'f(-%
.pfmnt'n.‘? for inclusive and sustainable growﬂl..

———

! Cr-i_f?c.fsm _;)]ﬁ_‘__EPI Mefhodofoﬁg
‘ India's View (MoEFCC)

The index:

» Ignores India's development .sfage and povexfg
| reduction Pﬂ'ot'ifc'e.s k
| ® Does not uﬂi‘&!g account for Popu[af('on size.
AC Overlooks historical emissions,

Ignores the principle ojc Common but D;}Cfexalf{a.ted'
esponsibilities (CBDR).
Relies on exira.pofntedf data and .simp(if:’e.a' cross -
compa.n‘sons.

| -

-
Gounfrg
| Yale’s Response
o EPI evaluates current environmental outcomes,
not fufu.r‘e. Pofa'cs( commitments.
o Tt is intended to guide Pmmf*a‘:ag Pcfﬂhc‘?'mak:'pﬁ
rather than a..s.s¢'§n historical re.s.pon:c'be"fl'fg.
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