(>

A Leading Institute For Civil Services Examinations

ANSWERS & EXPLANATIONS
GENERAL STUDIES (P) 2025
TEST 09 : GS FULL LENGTH
EXAM DATE : 23-08-2025

QUESTIONS BOOKLET NO. : =1 4=7YE2Z8S



1.

Answer: (a) Daffodil and a soil bacterium
Explanation:

Golden Rice was engineered by introducing the
psy (phytoene synthase) gene from daffodil
(Narcissus pseudonarcissus) and the crtl gene
from the soil bacterium Erwinia uredovora. These
genes activate the beta-carotene biosynthetic
pathway in the rice endosperm, addressing
Vitamin A deficiency. The rice appears golden
due to accumulated beta-carotene.

Answer: (c¢) Wildlife sanctuary

Explanation:

In-situ conservation protects species within their
natural habitats, such as wildlife sanctuaries and
national parks. Botanical gardens, gene banks, and
seed vaults are ex-situ conservation methods
where species are conserved outside their natural
environment.

Answer: (b) Rasaratnakara

Explanation:

Rasaratnakara, attributed to Nagarjuna, is an
ancient text detailing metallurgical processes and
alchemy, including extraction of metals.
Arthashastra is about administration and
economics, Brihat Sambhita about astronomy and
astrology, and Charaka Sambhita about medicine.

Answer: (d) Moth bean

Explanation:

Moth bean is highly tolerant to drought and
saline-alkaline conditions, making it ideal for arid
and semi-arid regions. Urad, Masoor, and Moong
prefer relatively neutral soils for better yield.

Answer: (c) Gentle slopes with basaltic lava flows
Explanation:

Shield volcanoes have broad, gentle slopes
formed by low-viscosity basaltic lava. Composite
volcanoes are steep and consist of alternating ash
and lava layers, usually forming near subduction
zones.

Answer: (c) Recommend the distribution of
financial resources between the State and
Panchayati Raj Institutions

Explanation:

Under Article 243-1, the State Finance
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Commission reviews and recommends how state
resources should be shared with Panchayati Raj
Union-State sharing is
handled by the Finance Commission under Article
280.

Institutions. revenue

Answer: (b) Photovoltaic cells

Explanation:

Photovoltaic (PV) cells use the photovoltaic effect
to directly convert sunlight into electricity without
mechanical Solar thermal and
concentrated solar power first convert sunlight

movement.

into heat, and biomass gasification uses organic
material.

Answer: (a) Iltutmish

Explanation:

Iltutmish introduced the silver tanka as standard
currency in the Delhi Sultanate, stabilizing
monetary transactions. Alauddin Khalji focused
on market reforms, Balban on royal authority, and
Muhammad bin Tughlaq on currency experiments.

Answer: (b) Stratosphere

Explanation:

The ozone layer is located in the lower
stratosphere, absorbing harmful UV-B and UV-C
rays. The troposphere contains weather systems,
the mesosphere burns up meteors, and the
thermosphere contains auroras.

Answer: (b) Mars Orbiter Mission (Mangalyaan)
Explanation:

Launched in 2013, Mangalyaan was India’s first
interplanetary mission, reaching Mars orbit in
2014 on the first attempt. Chandrayaan-1 was a
lunar mission, Chandrayaan-2 targeted the Moon’s
south pole, and Astrosat is a space observatory.

Answer: (a) Aryabhata

Explanation:

Aryabhata, in the 5th century CE, explained solar
and lunar eclipses as results of the Earth’s and
Moon’s shadows, rejecting the myth of Rahu-Ketu
swallowing celestial bodies. Varahamihira focused
on astrology, Brahmagupta on mathematics and
astronomy, and Bhaskara I expanded Aryabhata’s
works.
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14.
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17.

Answer: (a) Both A and R are correct, and R is the
correct explanation of A

Explanation:

The Fifth Schedule of the Constitution deals with
the administration and control of Scheduled Areas
and Scheduled Tribes in most states (except those
in the Sixth Schedule — Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura, and Mizoram). Paragraph  5(1)
specifically authorises the President to apply
constitutional provisions to Scheduled Areas with
exceptions or modifications as deemed necessary.

Answer: (b) Black soil

Explanation:

Black soil, also called Regur soil, is rich in clay
and has high moisture-retention capacity, making
it excellent for cotton cultivation. It is mainly
found in the Deccan Plateau regions of
Mabharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat.

Answer: (b) Belief in a formless, attribute-less
divine

Explanation:

Nirguna Bhakti rejects physical forms of God,
focusing on devotion to an abstract, formless
ultimate reality. It contrasts with Saguna Bhakti,
which accepts God with form and attributes.

Answer: (a) By the Ministry of Environment,

Forest and Climate Change after state
recommendation
Explanation:

Critical Wildlife Habitat (CWH) areas in protected
areas are notified by the MoEFCC, based on
scientific assessment and after recommendations
from the state government and consultations with
Gram Sabhas.

Answer: (b) Somali Current

Explanation:

The Somali Current flows northward during the
Southwest Monsoon and reverses southward
during the Northeast Monsoon due to seasonal
wind shifts, making it one of the few ocean
currents with such reversal.

Answer: (d) Maintaining revenue records at the
pargana level

18.

19.

Explanation:

Qanungos were hereditary officials responsible
for keeping detailed revenue records,
boundaries, and customary rights at the pargana
level, assisting the Mughal
administration.

local

revenuc

Answer: (b) It targets 5 MMT annual green
hydrogen production by 2030

Explanation:

India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission targets
producing 5 million metric tonnes of green
hydrogen annually by 2030 to decarbonize
industries and reduce fossil fuel imports. It covers
hydrogen from renewable -electricity, not just
biomass.

Answer: (c) Contains India’s second-highest peak
and a UNESCO World Heritage Site

Explanation:

The Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve in
Uttarakhand includes the Nanda Devi Peak (7,816
m), India’s second-highest, and the Valley of
Flowers National Park, both UNESCO World
Heritage Sites.

. Answer: (c) Radiation from sunlight absorbed by

thermal mass

Explanation:

Passive solar heating relies on direct solar
radiation entering a building, absorbed by thermal
mass (like concrete or brick), which stores and
slowly heat
assistance.

releases without mechanical

. Answer: (d) Constitutional petitioning for separate

electorates

Explanation:

The Swadeshi Movement focused on economic
self-reliance through boycotting foreign goods,
promoting Indian products, and setting up national
education institutions. Demands for separate
electorates emerged later under the Morley-Minto
Reforms (1909).

. Answer: C

Explanation:
Assertion (A) is true: Article 3 of the Constitution
gives Parliament the power to form new states,
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24.

25.

26.

27.

alter boundaries, or change names of states by
law.

Reason (R) is false: Parliament is only required to
seek the views of the concerned state legislature
on such a bill, not its consent. The
recommendation of the state legislature is not
binding, and Parliament can proceed even if the
state disagrees.

Answer: (b) 40°-50°

Explanation:

The Roaring Forties are strong westerly winds
between 40° and 50° south latitudes, caused by the
lack of landmasses to obstruct wind flow.

Answer: (a) Reserve Bank of India

Explanation:

The Reserve Bank of India issues Priority Sector
Lending (PSL) guidelines, which mandate that
banks allocate a certain percentage of their lending
to sectors like agriculture, MSMEs, education,
housing, and renewable energy to promote
inclusive growth. NABARD supports rural credit
but does not set PSL norms.

Answer: (a) Response of plants to the relative
lengths of day and night

Explanation:

Photoperiodism affects flowering and other
developmental processes in plants depending on
the duration of light and dark periods.

Answer: (b) A-2,B-1,C-3,D-4

Explanation:

e Qutb-ud-din Aibak — Commissioned Adhai
Din Ka Jhonpra mosque in Ajmer (1199 CE).

e [ltutmish — Completed the Qutub Minar after
Aibak’s death.

e Alauddin Khalji — Built the Alai Darwaza in
the Qutub complex.

e Balban — His tomb in Delhi is among the
earliest examples of true arches in Indo-
Islamic architecture.

Creation Election

Answer: (d) of State

Commission for Lok Sabha elections

|
)

Explanation:
State Election Commissions conduct elections to
Panchayati Raj not Lok Sabha
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34.

elections, which are conducted by the Election
Commission of India.

. Answer: (d) Kunthipuzha

Explanation:

Kunthipuzha River flows through the pristine
Silent Valley National Park in the Nilgiri Hills,
supporting its evergreen forest ecosystem.

. Answer: (b) Rate at which banks borrow money

from the RBI against government securities
Explanation:

Repo Rate is the short-term lending rate of the
RBI to commercial banks, using government
securities as collateral, to control liquidity.

. Answer: (¢) Dominance of perennial grasses and

absence of large trees

Explanation:

Temperate grasslands, such as the prairies and
steppes, are dominated by grasses adapted to cold
winters and moderate rainfall, with trees generally
absent except near water bodies.

. Answer: (b) Abdul Ghaffar Khan

Explanation:

Abdul Ghaffar Khan, also called Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan, led the Khudai Khidmatgar
movement, advocating non-violence and social
reform among the Pashtuns. His commitment to
Gandhian ideals earned him the title “Frontier
Gandhi.”

. Answer: (d) Fundamental Rights

Explanation:

The Government of India Act, 1935 inspired
many constitutional features like federalism,
emergency and  bicameralism.
Fundamental Rights were adopted from the U.S.
Bill of Rights and were not part of the 1935 Act.

provisions,

Answer: (b) Manjira

Explanation:

The Manjira River originates in Maharashtra and
joins the Godavari in Telangana. Bhavani and
Ponnaiyar are tributaries of the Kaveri, while
Musi flows into the Krishna.

Answer: (d) Low growth with hig
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Explanation: . Answer: (a) Satyendranath Tagore
Stagflation is an economic condition marked by Explanation:
stagnant economic growth, high unemployment, Satyendranath  Tagore, elder brother of
and high inflation — a challenging situation for Rabindranath Tagore, cleared the ICS examination
policymakers. in 1863, becoming the first Indian to join the
service.
35. Answer: (c¢) Chlorofluorocarbons
Explanation: . Answer: (a) Article 352
CFCs, used in refrigerants and aerosols, release Explanation:
chlorine atoms in the stratosphere that destroy Article 352 allows the President to declare a
ozone molecules, leading to ozone layer thinning. National Emergency on grounds of war, external
aggression, or armed rebellion.
36. Answer: (a) Annie Besant
Explanation: . Answer: (b) Siachen Glacier
Annie Besant became the first woman president Explanation:
of INC in 1917, during the Home Rule Movement. Siachen Glacier, located in the eastern Karakoram
Sarojini Naidu was the first Indian woman range, is the largest glacier in India and the
president in 1925. second-longest in the world's non-polar regions.
37. Answer: (b) Article 263 . Answer: (b) Year chosen as reference for constant
Explanation: prices
Article 263 empowers the President to establish Explanation:
an Inter-State Council to investigate and advise on The base year is used to calculate GDP at
inter-state disputes and coordinate policy. constant prices, allowing inflation-adjusted
comparisons over time. India’s current base year
38. Answer: (c) for GDP is 2011-12.
Explanation:
Assertion (A) is true: Rohtang Pass, situated in the . Answer: (a)
Pir Panjal range of Himachal Pradesh, connects Explanation:
the Kullu Valley with the Lahaul and Spiti Assertion (A) is true: Among the major
Valleys. greenhouse  gases tracked under climate
Reason (R) is false: Rohtang Pass is not in the agreements, sulphur hexafluoride (SFe) has the
Zanskar range, nor is it a route between Himachal highest 100-year GWP — about 23,500 times that
Pradesh and Ladakh. That role is served by passes of COs.
like Baralacha La and Tanglang La. w H Reason (R) is true and correctly explains A: SFs
'% is extremely efficient at absorbing infrared
39. Answer: (¢) Ministry of Statistics and Programme ‘ E radiation and has an atmospheric lifetime of more
Implementation -3 than 3,000 years, which is why its warming
Explanation: 3 potential far exceeds that of carbon dioxide,
MOSPI compiles the IIP, which measures the H? methane, or nitrous oxide.
growth of various sectors like manufacturing, &
mining, and electricity over a period. u g 46. Answer: (c) Akbar
i Explanation:
40. Answer: (b) Sambhar Lake ‘ E Akbar built Fatehpur Sikri in the 16th century as
Explanation: H the Mughal capital. It served as the seat of power
Sambhar Lake is India’s largest inland saltwater = ¢ for about 15 years before being abandoned.
lake and a designated Ramsar site in Rajasthan, | <)
important for migratory birds like flamingos. 47. Answer: (c) Eighth Schedule
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49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

Explanation:

The Eighth Schedule lists the official languages
recognised by the Constitution. It -currently
includes 22 languages.

Answer: (a) Krishna

Explanation:

The Musi River flows through Hyderabad and
joins the Krishna River in Telangana.

Answer: (a) Cash Reserve Ratio

Explanation:

CRR is the percentage of a commercial bank’s
total deposits that must be maintained as reserves
with the RBI in cash form.

Answer: (c¢) Rajasthan

Explanation:

Keoladeo National Park, also known as Bharatpur
Bird Sanctuary, is famous for migratory birds like
the Siberian crane and is located in Rajasthan.

Answer: (c) Treaty of Madras

Explanation:

The Treaty of Madras (1769) ended the First
Anglo—Mysore War. It restored territories and
established an alliance between Hyder Ali and the
British, though tensions resumed soon after.

Answer: (¢) 61st Amendment

Explanation:

The 61st Amendment Act, 1988, reduced the
minimum voting age for elections to Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies from 21 to 18
years.

Answer: (b) Madagascar

Explanation:

Madagascar, located off the southeastern coast of
Africa, is the largest island in the Indian Ocean.

Answer: (a) Gulf of Mannar and Palk Bay
Explanation:
The Dugong (sea cow) population in India is

55. Answer: (b) Eco-tourism and environmental

standards

Explanation:

The ‘Blue Flag’ certification is awarded to
beaches and marinas that meet strict
environmental, educational, safety, and
accessibility standards.

. Answer: (c) Henry Louis Vivian Derozio

Explanation:

Derozio inspired his students at Hindu College,
Calcutta, to question tradition and promote
rationalism,
Movement.

forming the Young Bengal

. Answer: (b) Chilika Lake

Explanation:

Chilika Lake, located in Odisha, is Asia’s largest
brackish water lagoon, known for its biodiversity
and as a wintering ground for migratory birds.

. Answer: (b)

Explanation:

While both statements are true, the Lok Sabha
can be dissolved on the advice of the Council of
Ministers, not simply because ministers hold
office at the President’s pleasure.

. Answer: (a)

Explanation:

The properties of black soil make it ideal for
cotton cultivation, especially in the Deccan
Plateau region.

. Answer: (a)

Explanation:

Equatorial regions have a low-pressure belt and
high solar intensity year-round, leading to daily
convectional rainfall.

. Answer: (a) Rajaraja Chola I

Explanation:
The Brihadeeswarar Temple, also known as
Peruvudaiyar Kovil, was constructed in the 11th

|
)

restricted to a few areas, notably the Gulf of
Mannar, Palk Bay, and parts of the Andaman &
Nicobar Islands. Their habitat depends on seagrass

century by Rajaraja Chola I and is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.
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63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

Answer: (b) Highway network connecting major
metropolitan cities

Explanation:

The Golden Quadrilateral is a national highway
network connecting Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, and
Kolkata, enhancing trade and transport efficiency

Answer: (b) Basalt

Explanation:

Basalt forms from the rapid cooling of lava at the
Earth’s surface, making it an extrusive igneous
rock, unlike granite or gabbro.

Answer: (b) Increasing production of rice, wheat,
and pulses

Explanation:

The NFSM aims to boost the production of key
staples—rice,  wheat, pulses—through
productivity enhancement and area expansion,
thereby ensuring food security.

and

Answer: (¢) China

Explanation:

China dominates rare earth element production,
controlling more than 60% of global supply,
critical for  electronics and  renewable
technologies.

Answer: (c)

Explanation:

The Equator passes through both the Atlantic and
Indian Oceans, and in the Indian Ocean it crosses
the Maldives, making Statement II incorrect.

Answer: (a) Regulation of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs)

Explanation:

The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, under the
Convention on Biological Diversity, governs the
safe transfer, handling, and use of living modified
organisms (LMOs) to protect biodiversity and
human health.

Answer: (d)

Explanation:

Directive Principles are non-justiciable, while
Fundamental Rights are legally enforceable by
courts.

|72.

75.

Explanation:

The tragedy at the Union Carbide plant in Bhopal
was caused by the leak of toxic methyl isocyanate
(MIC), killing thousands and affecting millions.

. Answer: (b) Bab-el-Mandeb Strait

Explanation:

The Bab-el-Mandeb  Strait lies between
Djibouti/Eritrea in Africa and Yemen in Asia,
linking the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and
forming a critical chokepoint for global maritime
trade.

. Answer: (d) Y.B. Chavan Committee

Explanation:

The Y.B. Chavan Committee on Defections
(1969) recommended measures to prevent political
defections, which later formed the basis for the
52nd  Constitutional ~ Amendment  (1985)
introducing the Tenth Schedule.

Answer: (b) Jupiter

Explanation:

Jupiter completes one rotation in about 9 hours 56
minutes, making it the fastest spinning planet in
the Solar System.

. Answer: (a) Indigo cultivators of Bengal

Explanation:

Written by Dinabandhu Mitra, “Neel Darpan”
exposed the exploitation of indigo farmers under
British planters in 19th-century Bengal.

. Answer: (b) Ban on the use of chemical and

biological weapons in war

Explanation:

The Geneva Protocol prohibits the use of
chemical and biological weapons in armed
conflict, though it did not ban their production or
stockpiling.

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

Zoji La is in Ladakh, Nathu La in Sikkim, and
Rohtang Pass in Himachal Pradesh, all crucial for
connectivity in the Himalayas.
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76.

77.

78.
79.

80.

81.

82.

Answer: (a) Current geological epoch dominated
by human impact

Explanation:

Anthropocene is a proposed epoch starting when
human activities began significantly impacting
Earth’s climate and ecosystems.

Answer: (b) Integrated planning and coordinated
implementation of infrastructure projects
Explanation:

Launched in 2021, PM GatiShakti aims to bring
together 16  ministries for  coordinated
infrastructure  development using GIS-based
digital platforms to improve logistics efficiency
and reduce project delays.

Answer: (c) Particle Physics

Explanation:

Higgs boson, discovered in 2012 at CERN, is
linked to the Higgs field, which gives mass to
elementary particles.

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

Mandovi flows in Goa, Periyar in Kerala, and
Subarnarekha flows through Jharkhand, West
Bengal, and Odisha.

Answer: (d) Madagascar

Explanation:

The Pacific Ring of Fire is a tectonically active
belt surrounding the Pacific Ocean, known for
earthquakes and volcanoes. It includes countries
like Japan, the Philippines, Chile, and Indonesia
— but Madagascar lies in the Indian Ocean and is
outside this zone.

Answer: (b) Ozone-depleting substances (ODS)
Explanation:

The Montreal Protocol regulates and phases out
substances like CFCs and halons that deplete the
ozone layer. It is considered one of the most
successful environmental treaties.

Answer: (a) BRICS — Brazil, Russia, India, China,
South Africa
Explanation:
BRICS includes Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa. QUAD includes the USA, India,
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Japan, and Australia. ASEAN has 10 members,
and G20 has both developed and developing
economies.

. Answer: (a) 1 only

Explanation:

e Statement 1 — Correct: Cas9 is a DNA-cutting
enzyme (endonuclease) that creates double-
strand breaks at specific sites, enabling
genome editing.

e Statement 2 — Incorrect: Cas9 does not
identify the target DNA on its own; it requires
a guide RNA (gRNA) to direct it to the exact
complementary DNA sequence for cleavage.

. Answer: (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation:

e Statement 1 — Incorrect: Blue Economy is
much broader than just fishing rights; it
includes sustainable use of all ocean resources
such as fisheries, tourism, renewable energy,
biotechnology, and shipping.

e Statement 2 — Incorrect in this context: While
it is true that EEZ provisions are part of
UNCLOS, they are not the definition of Blue
Economy. The question links them
incorrectly, so this statement does not explain
the concept asked.

. Answer: (b) The reflection of solar radiation by

Earth’s surface

Explanation:

Albedo measures the reflectivity of surfaces — ice
and snow have high albedo, reflecting most
sunlight, while dark surfaces absorb more heat,
influencing climate patterns.

Answer: (a) A point where gravitational forces of
two large bodies balance the centripetal force on a
smaller object

Explanation:

Lagrange Points are positions in space where the
combined gravitational pull of two massive bodies
(e.g., Earth and Sun) allows a smaller object to
remain in a stable position relative to them. The
James Webb Space Telescope is located at Sun—
Earth L2.

Answer: (b) Panaji
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Explanation:

The NIO headquarters is in Dona Paula, Panaji
(Goa), with regional centers in Kochi, Mumbai,
and Visakhapatnam, focusing on marine science
and technology research.

Answer: (b) Global banking regulations for risk
management

Explanation:

Basel Norms, issued by the Basel Committee on
Banking Supervision, set global standards on
capital adequacy, stress testing, and market
liquidity risk for banks.

Answer: (c) Se La Pass

Explanation:

Se La Pass in Arunachal Pradesh connects
Tawang to the rest of the state and leads toward
the Indo-China border, playing a strategic role for
India’s defense.

Answer: (b) INS Arihant

Explanation:

INS Arihant, commissioned in 2016, is India’s
first indigenously built nuclear-powered ballistic
missile submarine, part of the country’s nuclear
triad.

Answer: (c)

Explanation:

The Rajya Sabha is a continuing chamber in
India’s Parliament, not subject to dissolution.
Instead, one-third of its members retire every two
years, ensuring continuity.

Answer: (¢) Great Rann of Kutch

Explanation:

The Great Rann of Kutch Biosphere Reserve in
Gujarat is the largest in India, covering over
12,000 sq km, and is known for its saline desert
ecosystem.

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

Fiscal deficit measures total borrowing
requirements, including interest payments.
Primary deficit is fiscal deficit minus interest
payments, so fiscal deficit is always higher.

. Answer: (¢) Shah Jahan
Explanation:
Shah Jahan commissioned the ornate Peacock
Throne, encrusted with precious gems, in the 17th
century. It was later taken to Persia by Nadir Shah.

. Answer: (b) A good whose demand increases as
its price increases
Explanation:
Giffen goods, usually inferior goods, exhibit an
upward-sloping demand curve due to the strong
income effect outweighing the substitution effect.

. Answer: (c) Both 1 and 2

Explanation:

e Statement 1 — Correct: Uneven solar heating
creates low-pressure zones at the equator
where warm air rises. This air moves
poleward at high altitudes, cools, and sinks
near 30° latitude, forming the Hadley
circulation.

e Statement 2 — Correct: The Coriolis effect,
due to Earth’s rotation, modifies the direction
of these winds, resulting in the trade winds in
the tropics.

. Answer: (a)
Explanation:
Bihu is from Assam, Kalbeliya is a traditional
Rajasthani dance, and Garba is from Gujarat.

. Answer: (a)
Explanation:
The Western Ghats run parallel and close to the
Arabian Sea, reducing the width of western plains,
while the eastern plains are broader due to the
Eastern Ghats being farther from the Bay of
Bengal.

99. Answer: (b) Siberia and Mongolia
Explanation:
Amur Falcons migrate annually from breeding
grounds in Siberia and Mongolia to wintering
grounds in southern Africa, stopping in Northeast
India en route.

100. Answer: (b) Warm current in the Pacific Ocean

)
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Explanation:

The Kuroshio Current is a warm ocean current
flowing northward along the east coast of Taiwan
and Japan, influencing the climate of the region.

101.Ans: b
Explanation: The scheme provides interest-free
loans to meritorious students for higher education
without collateral.

102. Answer: (a) Subansiri
Explanation:
The Subansiri originates in Tibet, flows through
Arunachal Pradesh, and joins the Brahmaputra in
Assam. Teesta joins the Ganga-Meghna system;
Mahanadi and Chambal are unrelated.

103.Answer: (b) Lending that may lead to loss of
strategic assets
Explanation:
Debt trap diplomacy refers to a situation where a
country incurs unsustainable loans, risking control
over critical infrastructure or strategic assets to
creditors.

104. Answer: (d) Sawai Pratap Singh
Explanation:
The
commissioned by Maharaja Sawai Pratap Singh of
Jaipur. Jai Singh II founded Jaipur, but the palace
was constructed later.

105. Answer: (a) Article 61
Explanation:
Article 61 details the procedure for impeachment
of the President of India on grounds of violation of
the Constitution. Article 361 deals with immunity
from legal proceedings.

106. Answer: (b) To achieve 100% adult literacy for
citizens above 15 years by 2030
Explanation: The ULLAS program, also known as
the Nav Bharat Saksharta Karyakram, aims to
make adult citizens above 15 years of age fully
literate, with a target of 100% adult literacy by
2030 under the National Education Policy 2020.

107.Answer: (c¢) National Food Security Mission
(NFSM) — Millets

Hawa Mahal, built in 1799, was

|
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Explanation:
The NFSM-Millets scheme promotes production
and consumption of millets, improving nutrition
and supporting farmers, unlike PM-Kisan or
MGNREGA.

108. Answer: (b) Rajasthan
Explanation:
Rajasthan, with vast desert areas and high solar
insolation, leads India in installed solar power
capacity as of 2025.

109. Answer: (d) Orange
Explanation: The source clarifies that the "black
box" (flight recorder) is actually orange in color,
although commonly referred to as black.

110. Answer: (b) USSR (Soviet Union)
Explanation:
The Bhilai Steel Plant in Chhattisgarh was
established in the 1950s with technical and
financial collaboration from the USSR, becoming
a major industrial hub.

111.Answer: (c) 1980 megawatts
Explanation: The project has three units, each with
a capacity of 660 MW, which will cumulatively
produce 1980 MW of electricity when all three
units are operational.

112. Answer: (c¢) 2300, the first time a 3300 coin was
issued in India
Explanation: A commemorative coin of T300 was
issued, and it was the first time a coin of this
denomination was issued in India.

113.Answer: (a) Article 111
Explanation:
Article 111 empowers the President to give
assent, withhold, or reserve bills passed by
Parliament. Article 200 deals with state bills, and
Article 213 is about ordinances at the state level.

114. Answer: (c) Indravati
Explanation:
Chitrakoot Falls is on the Indravati River in
Chhattisgarh and is the widest waterfall in India,
earning the nickname “Niagara of India.”
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115.Answer: (¢) HCL and Foxconn
Explanation: The sixth semiconductor plant in
Uttar Pradesh represents a strategic partnership
between India's HCL (Hindustan Computer
Limited) and Taiwan’s Foxconn. This
collaboration aims to  boost domestic
semiconductor manufacturing capacity, reduce
import dependence,

and strengthen India’s

position in global technology supply chains.

116.Answer: (c¢) Connecting Creators, Connecting

Countries
Explanation: The WAVES summit focused on the
theme  "Connecting Creators, Connecting

Countries" to foster global collaboration in the
creative sector. It provided a platform for artists,
producers, and content creators to exchange ideas,
explore partnerships, and strengthen India’s
position in the global creative economy.

117.Answer: (d) Mycoplasma
Explanation: Mycoplasma is the smallest free-
living organism capable of independent growth
and reproduction. Unlike viruses, it does not
require a host cell to multiply, making it unique in
microbiology and medical research.

118.Answer: (d) A Waqf will now only be valid
through a written document.
Explanation: The Waqf Amendment Act 2025
stipulates that a Waqf must be established through
a written document to be legally valid. This
change ensures clarity, reduces disputes regarding
property  ownership, strengthens
protection of Wagqf assets across India.

and legal

119. Answer: (a) Bhoj Wetland
Explanation:
Bhoj Wetland, near Bhopal, is designated as a
Ramsar site for its wetland ecosystem supporting
migratory birds and aquatic biodiversity.

120. Answer: (a) To provide real-time communication
between space missions and ground stations
Explanation: The Agni-Prithvi Data Relay
Satellite system enables ISRO to maintain
uninterrupted communication between orbiting

spacecraft and Earth-based This

technology is crucial for deep space missions,

stations.
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enhancing navigation, telemetry, and mission
safety in scenarios where direct contact is not
possible.

121. Answer: (b) Karnam Malleswari
Explanation: Karnam Malleswari, a weightlifter,
became the first Indian woman to win an Olympic
medal when she clinched a bronze at the Sydney
2000 Olympic Games.

122. Answer: (b) Article 343
Explanation: ~ Article 343 of the Indian
Constitution states that the official language of the
Union shall be Hindi in Devanagari script. It also
acknowledges the continued use of English for
official purposes during a transitional period.

123. Answer: (b) Tea
Explanation:
The Dooars region, located in the foothills of the
eastern Himalayas in West Bengal and Assam, is
renowned for its tea gardens and high-quality tea
production.

124. Answer: (d) Debenture
Explanation:
Debentures are long-term debt instruments traded
in the capital market. Treasury bills, certificates of
deposit, and commercial papers are short-term
money market instruments

125. Answer: (a) Meghalaya
Explanation:
The Nokrek Biosphere Reserve, a UNESCO site,
is located in Meghalaya and is home to rare citrus
species and rich biodiversity.

126.Answer: (d) Integrate all government fisheries
schemes and services on a single platform
Explanation: The Matsya Sampada Digital Portal
integrates government schemes, subsidies, and

services for the fisheries sector, enabling
fishermen and stakeholders to access benefits
easily. This portal promotes efficiency,

transparency, and sustainable fishing practices
across coastal and inland fisheries in India.

127.Answer: (b) Make in India campaign
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Explanation:
Launched as part of the Make in India initiative,
“Zero  Defect, Zero  Effect”  promotes

manufacturing products with zero defects and
minimal environmental impact.

128. Answer: (b) Gujarat
Explanation: Gujarat inaugurated India’s largest
solar-wind hybrid project, combining over 1 GW
of solar and wind energy capacity. This initiative
enhances renewable energy integration into the
grid, reduces fossil fuel dependence, and aligns
with India’s 500 GW clean energy target by 2030.

129. Answer: (b) Supply-side economics
Explanation:
The trickle-down theory suggests that benefits to
the wealthy or businesses eventually benefit the
poorer sections through job creation and economic
growth. It is linked to supply-side economics.

130. Answer: (b) Bauxite
Explanation:
Bauxite is the primary ore of aluminium,
containing hydrated aluminium oxides. Hematite
is iron ore, chalcopyrite is copper ore, and galena
is lead ore.

131. Answer: (b) Mahatma Gandhi
Explanation:
Mahatma Gandhi founded Indian Opinion in 1903
to highlight issues faced by the Indian community
in South Africa and to spread awareness about
civil rights.

132. Answer: (a) Mission Pratirodh
Explanation: Mission Pratirodh aims to combat
the growing threat of antimicrobial resistance in
India. It focuses on surveillance, rational antibiotic
use, public awareness, and strengthening
laboratory capacity to prevent drug-resistant
infections from becoming a major public health

crisis.

133. Answer: (¢) Enamel
Explanation: Enamel, the outer covering of teeth,
is the hardest substance in the human body.
Composed primarily of hydroxyapatite crystals, it

protects teeth from decay and withstands daily
mechanical forces from chewing.

134. Answer: (b) To upskill 25 lakh professionals in Al
and related technologies
Explanation: The National AI Skilling Mission
focuses on preparing India’s workforce for the
rapidly growing Al industry by training 25 lakh
professionals in artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and data analytics, ensuring the country
remains competitive in global tech innovation.

135.Answer: (b) It uses semi-high-speed technology
for cargo transport
Explanation: The Vande Bharat Freight Express
adapts the semi-high-speed passenger train model
for cargo, reducing delivery times for perishable
goods and high-value shipments, thus boosting
efficiency in India’s logistics and export sectors.

136. Answer: (b) Aurangzeb
Explanation:
Aurangzeb (1658-1707) was the last Mughal
ruler to control almost the entire Indian
subcontinent. After his death, the empire rapidly
declined.

137. Answer: (¢) Fibrin
Explanation: Fibrin is an insoluble protein formed
from fibrinogen during the clotting process. It
creates a mesh that traps red blood cells and
platelets, sealing wounds and preventing excessive
blood loss after injury.

138. Answer: (b) Antidiuretic Hormone (ADH)
Explanation: ADH, produced by the hypothalamus
and released by the posterior pituitary, increases
water reabsorption in kidney collecting ducts. This
helps maintain blood osmolarity and prevents
dehydration in varying environmental conditions.

139. Answer: (b) Reserve Bank of India
Explanation:
The RBI conducts OMOs by buying and selling
government securities in the open market to
regulate liquidity and control inflation.

140. Answer: (a) Tropical deciduous forest
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Explanation:

Tropical deciduous forests, also called monsoon
forests, occur in regions with distinct wet and dry
seasons. Dominated by species like teak, sal,
sandalwood, and bamboo, these forests shed
leaves during the dry season to conserve water.
They are widely distributed in the central, eastern,
and southern parts of India, especially in Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Maharashtra, and
Karnataka.

141. Answer: (b) Vijayalaya Chola

Explanation:

Vijayalaya Chola established the Chola dynasty
in the 9th century CE by capturing Thanjavur.
Later rulers like Rajaraja Chola 1 expanded the
empire to its peak.

142. Answer: (a) A-2, B-3, C-1, D4

Explanation:

e Article 343 — Declares Hindi in Devanagari
script as the official language of the Union.

e Article 344 — Deals with the constitution and
functions of the Official Language
Commission.

e Article 351 — Directs the Union to promote the
spread of Hindi, drawing on Sanskrit and
other Indian languages.

e Article 348 — Specifies that English shall be
used in the Supreme Court, High Courts, and
for authoritative texts of laws.

143. Answer: (d) A-2, B-3, C-1, D-4

Explanation:

e Great Dividing Range — Eastern Australia

e Andes — Longest continental mountain range
in South America, passing through Chile,
Argentina, Peru, and others

e Rockies — Western North America, mainly
USA and Canada

e Alps - Central Europe, primarily in
Switzerland, France, Italy, Austria

144. Answer: (a) Total expenditure minus total receipts

excluding borrowings

Explanation:

Fiscal deficit measures the gap between the
government’s total expenditure and total non-

borrowed receipts, indicating the borrowing needs
of the government.

145.Answer: (c) Increase groundwater recharge in

drought-prone areas

Explanation: Mission Jaldhara focuses on
constructing recharge wells, reviving traditional
water bodies, and using modern aquifer
management techniques in drought-affected states
to ensure sustainable water availability for
agriculture and drinking purposes.

146. Answer: (a) Cochin International Airport

Explanation: Cochin International Airport, already
the world’s first fully solar-powered airport,
transitioned to 100% green hydrogen operations in
2025, further cementing its leadership in
sustainable aviation infrastructure.

147. Answer: (¢) Both 1 and 2

Explanation:

e Statement 1 — Correct: As per Article 254(1),
in the event of conflict, the Central law
prevails over the State law on a Concurrent
List subject.

e Statement 2 — Correct: Under Article 254(2), a
State law on a Concurrent List subject, even if
inconsistent with a Central law, can prevail in
that State if it has received the President’s
assent — though Parliament retains the power
to override it later.

148. Answer: (b) Histones

Explanation: Histone proteins form nucleosomes
by wrapping DNA around them, compacting long
DNA strands into chromatin. This structural
organization regulates gene expression and
facilitates DNA replication within the cell nucleus.

149. Answer: (d)

Explanation:

Assertion (A) is false: Tidal energy is actually a
renewable source of energy, as ocean tides are a
perpetual natural phenomenon.

Reason (R) 1is true: Tides occur due to
gravitational interactions between the Moon, the
Sun, and Earth’s rotation, and can be harnessed
sustainably using tidal power technoloa/.
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150. Answer: (¢) Four
Explanation:
The Aravalli Range passes through Rajasthan,
Haryana, Gujarat, and Delhi, making it one of the
oldest mountain ranges in the world.
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