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1. Answer B

National Smart Grid Mission (NSGM) has
been established by Govt. of India to
accelerate Smart Grid deployment in India.
NSGM has been in operation since January
2016 with a dedicated team.

The primary aim of the Smart Grids is to
improve reliability of the Electricity networks
and make the grid amenable to renewable
energy inputs through distributed generation.
Hence statement 2 is not correct.

NSGM is housed under the Ministry of Power
(MoP) considering the fact that most of the
prominent stakeholders (DISCOMs,
Regulators, Electrical Manufactures, CEA
etc.) for Smart Grid are associated with MoP.
Other concerned Ministries like MNRE and
MoHI would also be associated with the
mission. Hence statement 1 is not correct.

2. Answer D

The Integrated Power Development Scheme
(IPDS) in 2014 by Ministry of Power with the
objectives of:

Strengthening  of  sub-transmission  and
distribution networks in the urban areas.
Hence statement 1 is not correct.

Power Finance Corporation Limited (PFC)
has been designated as the Nodal Agency for
operationalization and implementation of the
scheme under the overall guidance of the
Ministry of Power. Hence statement 3 is
correct.

Eligible Utilities: All Discoms will be eligible
for financial assistance under the scheme.
Hence statement 2 is correct.

3. Answer C

The Union Cabinet has approved the
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme to
promote domestic manufacturing of critical
Key Starting Materials/Drug Intermediates
and Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients in the
country. The scheme is applicable only for
greenfield projects. Hence statement 1 is
correct.

Implementation: The scheme will be
implemented through a Project Management
Agency (PMA) to be nominated by the
Department of Pharmaceuticals. Hence
statement 2 is correct.
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Answer B

e Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
launched Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana
(SAGY) on 11th October 2014 on the birth
anniversary of Lok Nayak Jai Prakash
Narayan at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

e The scheme is implemented by the Ministry of
Rural Development. Hence statement 2 is
correct.

Answer C

e To ensure integrated development of all
villages having a total population >500 and
with more than 50% persons belonging to the
Scheduled Castes into “model villages” (by
2024- 25). Hence, statement 1 is correct.

e By taking up identified activities, which do
not get covered under the existing Central and
State Government Schemes, through ‘Gap-
filling” funds provided as Central Assistance
to the extent of Rs.20.00 lakh per village.
Hence, statement 2 is correct.

e [t is implemented by the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment. Hence, statement 3
is not correct.

Answer A

e Study titled “Foundational Learning Study
2022” was jointly conducted by the Union
Ministry of Education and the National
Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT). Hence statement 1 is correct.

e [t is a one-of-a-kind study to arrive at the
benchmarks in Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN) under the FLS 2022.

e FLN is the ability to read with meaning and
perform basic math calculations by the end of
Class 3. Hence statement 2 is not correct.

Answer C
SAKSHAM — Scholarship Scheme for
Differently Abled Children —aims at providing
encouragement and support to differently-
abled children to pursue technical education.
Hence statement 1 is correct.

Scholarships amounting to X 5 crores per
annum as tuition fees and incidentals are to be
provided to needy and meritorious students for
pursuing technical education at AICTE-
approved institutions. Hence statement 2 is
correct.
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8. Answer B 8. 3R B

Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana (RVY) is a scheme for ° Q‘I‘@H CRIE IR SEI (RVY) PHaq sda gt I
providing Physical Aids and Assisted-living Jeferd afty ARt & fort Tie gerdr sik
Devices for only Senior citizens belonging to the TJEH IUSIU UGH H3 @] Ao gl aRky
BPL category. The main criteria for the senior e cakeal Q—@-q s DT (RVY) DS HT
citizens to get full benefits of the Rashtriya T @Y TN F BT go TS 8 :fpa
Vayoshri Yojana (RVY) scheme is that they must Stfie TRaR & Gafd & 3R ST U S
belong to a BPL family and should hold a valid

TRGRY §RT IR 3y ified H1S g1 a1ul

BPL card issued by the concerned authority.
Hence, statement 1 is correct.

This is a Central Sector Scheme, fully funded by
the Central Government. Hence, statement 2 is
correct.

The expenditure for implementation of the
scheme will be met from the "Senior Citizens'
Welfare Fund".

The Scheme will be implemented through the sole
implementing agency -  Artificial Limbs
Manufacturing Corporation (ALIMCO), a PSU
under the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment. Hence, statement 3 is not correct
Answer C

The Central Electricity Authority (CEA) is a
statutory organization constituted under Section 3
(1) of the repealed Electricity (Supply) Act, 1948
and continued under Section 70 of the Electricity
Act, 2003. Hence statement 1 is correct.

The Central Government shall, from time to time,
prepare the National Electricity Policy and tariff
policy, in consultation with the State Governments
and the Authority for development of the power
system based on optimal utilisation of resources
such as coal, natural gas, nuclear substances or
materials, hydro and renewable sources of energy.
Hence statement 3 is not correct.

It is the designated authority for cross border trade
of electricity. Hence statement 2 is correct.

. Answer C

The Centre has prepared a National Mission
document to achieve 100 million tonne (MT) coal
gasification by 2030. Hence statement 1 is not
correct.

All coal companies have been advised to appoint a
nodal officer and to prepare an action plan for
gasifying at least 10% of their coal production.
Hence statement 3 is not correct.

The hydrogen obtained from coal gasification can
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be used for various purposes such as making
ammonia. Hence statement 2 is correct.
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11. Answer D 11. 3 D

e The Mines and Minerals (Development and o T 3R W (fdra iR faftawm) I=ieq
Regulation) Amendment Act, 2021 removes the ffTE, 2021 HfPd 3R R-BPT @l &
distinction between captive and non-captive a9 & 3R B g2l odl o | WS dhad T ARy
mines. The mines will not be limited to just a Ie/3AN/AT dFb T T8l gl saferg,
specific purpose/industry/sector. Hence, statement FYUT 1 Get TS B
1 is not correct. o I WHAT BIGIRA (DMF) P R T

e District Mineral Foundation (DMF) is set up as a FEF T gyt ol & T IR-Ae =1 %
non-profit body in the districts affected by the 0§ F T § aifp yuiid At ok & ¥
mining works, to work for the benefit of affected Y ¥ 1T BT A of 9% | F5 WHR T8 o
people and areas. The central government can also 3w 2 godt £ 7 9 & e & R DMF I
direct how the money should be spent from DMF AT $ T a1 ST AR IR P 2
for the development of the area. Hence, statement T TR
2 is not correct. 12 IWD

12. Answer D o MAMR YRA F ITFY, WA IR IRS

e In line with Atmanirbhar Bharat, the Ministry of e 3 g & § R Susku Sa @
Ch;:mica;s and Fertilizerfs re:i:entlly created l‘[{he Teg ¥ o A feaey Ue! @) SeE 3
Scheme for "Promotion of Medical Device Parks" . y
to help the medical device industry. The scheme's 1 U S &1 A 3T W fada e

) o . . 400 BAS IUY g, 3R U 3afy fo af

entire financial investment is Rs 400 crore, and its
duration is from FY 20202021 to FY 2024-2025. ;053122% ; o o 2024-2025 T &1 3
Hence statement 1 is correct.

e The maximum amount of support available under o U AfSed fEaey ud & fore Ao & ded
the scheme for a single Medical Device Park will Suae SHfEHTH FerR A 100 PS T
be Rs. 100 crores. Hence statement 2 is correct. BRI 31 P 2 eI B

e The Government of India recognised medical o YRdIWPR A 2014 H AP 37 &qT M &
devices as a sunrise sector under the ‘Make in dgd fafen IUHRUN DY T IHIA &3 & ¥4
India’ campaign in 2014. Hence statement 3 is B Orgar 4 Sfd: HYUE 3 T8 B
correct. 13. 3T A

13. Answer A o TSI BT =T Joheuxd Higdldl dI HioH,

e The scheme aims to provide basic needs such as 31, W@ 3R fafean Herdl S @ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁ
food, shelter, clothing, and medical aid to women TG e HIAT %I ERCA B%"«’q 39 figarsit
in distress. It also aims to provide emotional B UIGTES T0 UeH &< oft 3, o 3
support to these women, enabling them to regain YT ATAMRIYN 3R UGS X oy T
their confidence and emotional strength. The | g gioAr Afgarst o uﬂmf, Wﬂfﬁ
scheme provides various facilities to women, such Herddl, AR fgeN, W@y R Wwsdl
as counselling, legal aid, skill development, health SPReddl 3R fren SR fafve ﬁﬁ&‘ﬂﬁ UaH
and hygiene awareness, and education. Hence I 21 ST HYT 1 3R 2 TR 2
statements 1 and 2 are correct. e IHd HAMI, WYR g ISl IAod BRI IR

e In addition, the Swadhar Greh scheme also R AR T B T TR Pt RITAT &
provides financial assistance to State Governments fow fa<iva ggrrdr Y ueM &dl 21 giie, I8
and NGOs for the establishment of such TR T BT AP 3R ITHT GbTaal B
institutions. However, it does not provide financial Tdfia nfafaferal & = & ol IR Wt
assistance to NGOs for carrying out activities el 1 fadia geradr ueH =g &dr gl
related to preventing and combating domestic TfT HY 3 et Tel ol
violence. Hence statement 3 is not correct.
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14. Answer D

The National Trust under the Ministry of
Social  Justice &  Empowerment in
collaboration with key partners organised the
conference  “Inclusive India Initiative:
Towards an Inclusive India” for intellectual
and developmental disabilities (IDDs) here
today. Hence, statement 2 is not correct.

The ‘Inclusive India Initiative’ of National
Trust is specifically catering to persons with
intellectual and developmental disabilities;
with an objective to include these people in
the mainstream and in all important aspects of
social life, namely education, employment and
community ‘Inclusive India’ is about
changing the attitudes. Hence, statement 1 is
not correct.

15. Answer C

After Independence the Territorial Army Act
was passed in 1948 and the first Indian
Governor General Shri C Rajagopalachari
formally inaugurated the Territorial Army on
09 October 1949 and this day is celebrated as
the TA Day every year. Hence statement 1 is
correct.

It is a voluntary, part-time citizen's army,
consisting of persons who are not professional
soldiers but civilians eager to do their bit
towards country's defence. Hence statement 2
is correct.

16. Answer B

Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) ,
or the ‘Censor Board of India’ is a statutory
body under the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, regulating the public exhibition
of films under the provisions of the
Cinematograph Act 1952. Hence, statement 1
is not correct.

The only exception to the CBFC certificate
are films made especially for Doordarshan as
they are the official broadcaster for the
Government of India and they have their own
set of rules for examining such films. Hence,
statement 2 is correct.

CBFC certification is not required for
television programmes and serials.Hence,

|
)
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statement 3 is correct.
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RACE IAS

17.

20.

Answer D

The first Indian punch marked coins called
Puranas, Karshapanas or Pana were minted in the
6th century BC by the various Janapadas and
Mahajanapadas of the Indo-  Gangetic
Plain.Hence, statement 1 is not correct.

The earlier Vijayanagara coinage were produced
in different mints and were called by different
names such as Barkur gadyanas, Bhatkal
gadyanas, etc. The inscriptions were in Kannada
or Sanskrit. Hence, statement 2 is not correct.

. Answer A

Unlike the recently found coral reef which is the
largest in deep water, the Great Barrier Reef is the
largest coral reef system in Shallow water. Hence,
statement 1 is not correct.

Discovered at depths ranging from 200 to 1,000
meters, the deep sea coral reef exists in areas
beyond the reach of sunlight. Hence, statement 2
is correct.

Deep-sea coral reefs feed on organic matter that
rains down from surface waters into the deep.
Hence, statement 3 is correct.

. Answer B

Nepal shares a border of over 1850 km with five
Indian states — Sikkim, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Hence, statement 1 is
not correct.

The India-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship
of 1950 forms the bedrock of the special relations
that exist between India and Nepal. Hence,
statement 2 is correct.

India is Nepal's largest trade partner and the
largest source of foreign investments, besides
providing transit for almost the entire third
country trade of Nepal. Hence, statement 3 is
correct.

Answer A

The hit-and-run provision is part of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), which is set to replace the
colonial-era Indian Penal Code, 1860.

Section 106 (2) of the BNS, 2023 stipulates a
penalty of up to 10 years in jail and a fine for
fleeing an accident spot and failing to report the
incident to a police officer or a magistrate. Hence,
statement 1 is correct.

However, if the driver reports the incident
immediately after the accident, they will be
charged under Section 106(1) instead of Section
106(2). Section 106(1) provides for a punishment
of up to five years for causing death by any rash or
negligent act not amounting to culpable homicide.
Hence, statement 2 is correct.

The widely circulated view that Section 106 (2) of
the BNS stipulates imprisonment of up to 10 years
and a fine of Rs. 7 lakh for fleeing an accident
spot and failing to report the incident to a police
officer/magistrate is grossly incorrect.

While this Section discusses a maximum
punishment of 10 years and a fine, there is no
actual mention in the BNS about the fine being Rs
7 lakh.
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21. Answer B 21. 3T B

e Bacteria are classified into two groups: Gram- o IHKINGTHI E(Pf ‘HH\G\[ i qirqu)d forar ST %:
positive or Gram-negative, depending on Yr-uiferted a1 W_ﬁﬁﬁal Jg I dd WX
whether they retain a specific stain color. ﬁ'l-f’{ HIdl % f¥a Uh ﬁﬁrg SRT I 94

e Gram-positive bacteria retain a violet-colored 3G % g7 T—|B°f|
stain, while Gram-negative bacteria appear o UH-USIea éazﬂﬁm aTIT-ﬁ EUEAKALL CollY
pinkish or red. Hence, statement 1 is not @A g, i YrH-Afed daciian LISICIR]]
correct. Wﬁ@ﬁaﬁ%|mﬂ,$zﬂ1w7ﬁﬁ

e (Gram-negative bacteria have a thin %|
peptidoglycan layer in the cell wall, which is o JH-ANfRT daIRAT B HIfpT Hfey & Th
sandwiched between two lipid membranes, uddt a‘@@w qd Eﬁ?‘ﬁ %, S| E,Pf fofors
giving them a complex structure. Hence, %I'i(';tflﬁf ¥ o= dsfom Eﬁ?ﬁ %, ISRE 3%
Statement 2 is correct. Udh Sfed I fiadt %I 3{d: hYd 2 ﬂfﬁ

22. Answer A %I

e Brihadaranyaka Upanishad: It was the earliest 22. 3R A
text to present the doctrine of the o B'Qﬁ'ﬁl_c(' g AT b EFITrh:I
transmigration of the soul (Punarjanma) and (Q:ITTTED GhT Wﬁ? gfoTHy @ﬁ) & Rrgid
the consequences of actions(Karma).Hence, D1 U DA a1l T U8 a1 Uy ATl
statement 1 is correct. Eﬂﬁfﬁ{, DY 1 ﬂ?)f %I

e Mundaka Upanishad: Contains the mantra . W Iufve: gﬂf{ "JIHT ST &g PI
“Satyameva Jayate” (truth alone triumphs) _Gﬁ Sid Bﬁ?ﬁ %) P %, S URd & TI'@'E[
which is borrowed in the National Emblem of Udies # IYR forar mar %I QW[%TQ DY 2
India. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. ﬂ%)[ :iﬁf %I

e Katha Upanishad: Tells the story of Nachiketa o  HOIUMYG: ARIBdT 3R IH DI CARICRIGI
and Yama. Their conversation evolves into %I RECAKCIREIR! HI™, 3THT, 19 3R e
discussion of Man, Atman (soul), Knowledge, @m Eol Ethl'f o foefRg Bﬁ?‘ﬁ %I sﬂﬁﬂ,
and Moksha (liberation). Hence, statement 3 is $Y 3 Tgl ol %I
not correct. 23. 3D

23. Answer D o 32 213 I BT 3Nwefi WIS el e

e They are referred to as the 'Medical Food of 21 39fi. HY 1 TS B
the 21st Century’. Hence, statement 1 is . ard TGk Sciclgsd aﬁﬁ qHx
correct. %Guﬁaﬁwﬁqﬁrﬁsﬁvﬂamsﬁv

e Secaweeds are found mostly in the intertidal ShareR § ot ey ST %I
region, in shallow and deep waters of the sea o« TS HHT;(D[ aTd T4 U & e & STd
and also in estuaries and backwaters. SEIN| % |(G1r6' el 97 b =Y H ST STl %,

e Large seaweeds form dense underwater S T, Oy 3R H‘ﬂf{ 3fa & %E T
forests known as kelp forests, which act as & B T S oA srf %I
underwater nurseries for fish, snails and sea TgfiY, HU9 2 Igl B
urchins. Hence, statement 2 is correct. o 4 3ffaftad UIN® dcdl i SaRNNd b

e They act as bio-indicator by absorbing excess 3R g‘aﬁf IS &fd BT Tbd Th Sld-
nutrients and signaling marine chemical Jdhdd & ¥0 T B Hd % | gﬂsr[%m, HYq
damage. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 3 ﬂ%)[ %I
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24. Answer B

E Ink displays are a type of electronic paper
display  technology that mimics the
appearance of traditional ink on paper. Hence,
statement 1 is correct.

It uses millions of tiny microcapsules filled
with positively charged white particles and
negatively charged black particles suspended
in a clear fluid. Hence, statement 2 is correct.
E Ink displays, unlike LCD and LED displays,
reflect light similar to paper. This reduces eye
strain and uses minimal power since it only
consumes energy when the image changes.
Hence, statement 3 is not correct.

25. Answer A

A Brain-Computer Interface (BCI) is a
technology that enables direct communication
between the brain and external devices, such
as computers or prosthetics, without using
traditional neuromuscular pathways like
nerves and muscles. Hence, statement 1 is
correct.

BCIs typically involve the use of sensors to
detect brain activity, which is then translated
into commands or actions, allowing
individuals to control devices or interact with
the external world using their thoughts.
Hence, statement 2 is correct.

26. Answer A

During this council, the teachings of Buddha
were divided into three Pitakas. Hence,
statement 1 is correct.

In the second Buddhist council, Buddhism
was divided into Sthaviravadins and
Mahasanghikas. Hence, statement 2 is not
correct.

Buddhism was divided into two sects namely
Mahayana and Hinayana.Hence, statement 3
is not correct.

27. Answer D

Under Mahayana, Arhat is the person who has
attained peace for himself but is not willing to
give it up for the sake of others.Hence,
statement 1 is not correct

Whereas Bodhisattva under Mahayana
Bodhisattva is an awakened being who vowed
to indefinitely stick in Samsara for the sake of
others. Hence, statement 2 is not correct.
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28. Answer A

The
attributed to Sudharmaswami, a chief disciple
of Mahavira.Hence, statement 1 is not correct

The Kalpasutra is a significant Jain text
written by Bhadrabahu, a revered Jain monk
and scholar. It is primarily associated with the

Vyakhyaprajiapti  is  traditionally

Svetambara sect of Jainism and is considered
one of their canonical texts.Hence, statement 2
is not correct

The 12th-century Digambara text Parishishta
Parvan by Hemachandra is the main and
earliest Jain source of the complete legend of
Chandragupta. It was written nearly 1,400
years after Chandragupta's death.Hence,
statement 3 is correct.

29. Answer C

Jainism recognised the existence of God while
Buddhism did not. Hence, statement 1 is
correct.

Jainism does not condemn the varna system
while Buddhism does. Hence, statement 2 is
correct.

Jainism does not condemn the Varna system,
but it does emphasize that all souls are equal
and rank is based on moral qualities rather
than birth.

Jainism believed in transmigration of soul i.e.
reincarnation while Buddhism does not.
Hence, statement 3 is correct

30. Answer B

The Subika painting style is intricately linked
to the Meitei community's cultural history
through its six surviving manuscripts: Subika,
Subika Achouba, Subika Laishaba, Subika
Choudit, Subika Cheithil and Thengrakhel
Subika. Hence, statement 1 is not correct.

The paintings are done on handmade paper,
and the materials for manuscripts, such as
handmade paper or tree bark, are prepared
locally. Hence, statement 2 is correct.
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31. Answer A

India is bestowed with large resources of iron
ore. Iron ore occurs in different geological
formations. The major economic deposits of
hematite iron ore are found associated with
the  volcano-sedimentary Banded Iron
Formation (BIF) of the Precambrian age.
Hence, statement 1 is correct.

Around 60 percent of Hematite ore deposits
are found in eastern parts of India, whereas,
92 percent of magnetite ore deposits are found
in southern parts of India (especially
Karnataka). Hence, statement 2 is not correct.
Of magnetite and hematite, hematite is
considered to be superior because of its high-
grade quality and lumpy nature, which is
consumed by a large number of steel and
sponge iron industries in the country.Hence,
statement 3 is not correct.

32. Answer D

Lying entirely in the northern hemisphere,
mainland India extends between latitudes 8°4'
and 37°6' north, longitudes 68°7' and 97°25'
east, and measures about 3,214 km from north
to south between the extreme latitudes and
about 2,933 km from east to west between the
extreme longitudes. Hence statement 1 is
correct.

It has a land frontier of about 15,200 km.
Hence statement 2 is not correct.

The total length of the coastline of the
mainland, Lakshadweep Islands, Andaman,
and Nicobar Islands is 7,516.6 km. Hence
statement 3 is correct.

33. Answer C

Vision: To create an enabling environment to
ensure  the of
foundational literacy and numeracy. So that
by 2026-27 every child achieves the desired
learning competencies in reading, writing and
numeracy at the end of Grade III and not later
than Grade V. Hence statement 2 is not

universal  acquisition

correct.

Implementation  strategy: A five-tier
Implementation mechanism will be set up at
the National-State-District-Block and School
level. Hence statement 3 is not correct.
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34. Answer B 34. U B
e It is a statutory body established as per the e UG ﬁ'&[ Ioled Hf‘aﬁ'm:[ 1963 & 3JUR
Central Board of Revenue Act, of 1963. WW%WW%I W, FHUT 1
Hence, statement 1 is not correct. w qﬁ%l
e It is India’s official financial action task force . T YR & anfieie i a1 % B
unit.
e [t is administered by the Department of WW%I
Revenue under the Ministry of Finance. o T a1 HATCW & dd IoRa fAHET gRI
Hence, statement 2 is correct. TR 32T SITaT 3 | 39fY, HU- 2 W8t 5
35. Answer C 35. 3R C
e About National Credit Framework (NCrF): ° ?TQW HiSc hHdd (NCrF) b SR #: ?T@Tl
Proposed as part of National Education Policy fRrem ifa (NEP) 2020 & o & wu &
(NEP)2020, is an umbrella framework for ULdifad, e iR PIvd TRIFEF 3R
skilling, re—s.killin.g, up—skilliing, accredit.at%on Frdsq o aﬁ‘ﬂa, T W’ qu-@h—l%’m,
?md. eYaluatlon in education and skilling e 3R J-LQ'Q]Q”“I * %I'Q U AP el
institutions and the workforce. Hence
statement 2 is correct %I ST P 2 el %l
o NCrF would be only one credit framework for o NCrF 3= e W’ﬁ Rrefm 3R rerer fRrefm
higher education, school education and skill g ﬁfq bad U hiSc ThHaD g sﬂﬁﬂ
education. Hence statement 1 is correct. HYT 1 e %|
36. Answer B 36. 3TN B
e The “Swachhta Udyami Yojana” is for o S IH! AT rdstD Fsl Hrfier]
extending financial assistance for the (tﬂ'tﬂ'% A HU e gl “GITEE'IW PIEINE]
Construction, Operation & Maintenance of 67 ﬁ'q‘fUT, T 3R WaW@d 3R Id9dl
Pay and Use Community Toilets in Public I I&fdd argl &) Tl O P CING R faw
Private  Partnership (I.’PP) Mode ' E.IIId g TErdT UeH F9 F m %I m.q’
Procurement & Operation of Sanitation
‘ . HYT 2 TEI B
related Vehicles. Hence, statement 2 is .
N o g IS 2 3faTSR 2014 I HeTe it Bt
e The Scheme has been launched on the 2nd SREidl R OHFHEE g O™ T
October 2014, the birth anniversary of SfYBTRAT Isg HAt GRT L= 3| Tl'sc il
Mahatma Gandhi by the Hon’ble Minister of gq[%fq’ HYT 3 gﬁqﬁ%
State for Social J.ustlce & Empowerment. o U AN P AR S ¥ - W, ‘él’tb‘l’é
. };?ce, statement 3 is not c9rrect. o f ﬁ ﬁ ?:bA[ ﬂﬁ e ST GﬁT
is Scheme has twin objectives of .
cleanliness, providing livelihood to Safai A T FE GRT = ﬁ’_q ¢ G=5
Karamcharis and  liberating = Manual YR HTHI" & FHI AT DI YT DI &
Scavengers to achieve the overall goal of ﬁ'fq ﬁf[\ﬂﬂ ITHAOR! BT Hdad hRATI Eﬂﬁ'fq
“Swachh Bharat Abhiyan” initiated by the $YT 1 et T8t 2l
Hotn’ble Ptrime Minister. Hence, statement 1 is o II'%?H WHTW ¥ OEa fr TS a3 o 1%
not correct. sﬂﬁfq :
e In the case of women beneficiaries, there is a aﬁ@f%l , DT 4 ﬂ_@ :l_(?[ %I
rebate of 1% in the rate of interest charged.
Hence, statement 4 is not correct.
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37. Answer C 37. 3R C

e The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs o offe omal @ Ffere Iffa A ferwe
approved the scheme on Green Energy Corridor TNRE Red (nsTS) & fow U o
(GEC) Phase-II for Intra-State Transmission FHINSR (GEC) TRUI- || TR Ao BT ol &l
System (InSTS). o A 2012 H TR 1S FRURRE i If

e In (i/eaé 2012, a stud;/ wa; conductej b(y (P;(éwe; Rt (PGCIL) GRT U feg fbar a7 T
Gri orporation of India Limited (PGCIL . : i3 ) ¥
wherein it was found that power evacuation and ﬁlﬂ'ﬁquCIT T %ﬂﬁ% Hﬂlﬂﬁﬁ P—I?ﬁﬁ »
transmission infrastructure in near vicinities of W H fooret SN z g :
potential sites was less and therefore, dedicated afe B o1 IR R, 99 IAF W R SR
transmission infrastructure for large scale solar uae it HaA & forg wfda EEIBRERFRICH
and wind power plants was planned. HEEIRICEICE FRI R

e It aims at synchronizing the electricity produced o ITB I Uad 3R IR S Adiexuig
from renewable resources, such as wind and solar, IOyl ¥ Idrfied fauie @ e ¥ uRuRe
with the conventional power stations in the grid. foorell Wl & Y -9 BT 71 S9faT
Hence statement 1 is correct. FYT 1 9e B

e [t aims to achieve the target of 450 GW installed o STBI ALY 2030 TP 450 T WG RS
}chHeZ?Pa01ty by 2030. Hence statement 2 is AT T e BRI R 2| SR U 2 e

38. Answer A W%A'

e 1906: The All India Muslim League was founded 38.
by the Agha Khan, Nawab Salimullah of Dacca, *  1906: STRET MR R AT BT R ST
Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk, and Nawab Waqar-ul- T, BT & T W AT HERHA-39-
Mulk to preach loyalty to the British government b 3R A THR-I-Gedb 7 f3few MR
and to keep the Muslim intelligentsia away from ¥ Ufd IBERT & TR &4 R gieam
the Congress. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. gigoifadt & Y ¥ gR @1 & faw &t ot

e On December 30, 1930: The idea of a separate oY, HYT 1 el 7a! B
homeland for Muslims was first propounded by e 30 f3HER, 1930 Hr: wﬁ‘[ F U © S
Mohammad Igbal in the Karachi session of the AU F1 AR ugat IR 1930 § gRew o
Muslim League in 1930. Hence, statement 2 is not & PRI HUIRE F HigHIg SHad gRT Udd
correct. fopam T Ut sufey, HU 2 IE TR B

39. Answer C 39. 3R C

e Communal Nationalism: the notion that since a o guei® MFATG: g YR & ?]ﬁ? U IHg Il
group or a section of people belong to a particular M &1 UE i el faRw urfife agerm 9
religious community, their secular interests are the Te&fdd g, g9felt 30 yHiFROe Rd 99 §
same, i.e., even .those .m.atters which have got It ggt a% % 3 ara o e of ¥ B8
caualy, Hence satoment 1 5 corrot, T § 7 S 7] S 8 e

e Liberal Communalism: the notion that since two W%I 5 T 1T .
religious communities have different religious * 9aR . + Fg RO E‘[% a uifiies
interests, they have different interests in the w & S uiftfe fod € swfee
secular sphere also (i.e., in economic, political, YERUE & 7 Wl Icb SferT-3rer fod € @,
and cultural spheres). Hence, statement 2 is GHWEF, RSEIIRCCR ﬂw &t ﬁ)l NI
correct. HYF 2 TEI B

e Extreme Communalism: the notion that not only o IR FUSIRIGA: Ig YRUN fb 7 Haa fafyw
do different religious communities have different e el & THT-3eT fgd g sfep A fea
interests, but also that these interests are 3R+t § T, & gHen we-sifda # Al
incompatible, i.e., two communities cannot co- I8 ghd e Uh JHaIg & fea ﬁ Ffeal &
exist because the interests of one community come T THIG | 1A § | ST, HU 3 Tl g
into conflict with those of the other.Hence,
statement 3 is correct.
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40. Answer D
e Xenotransplantation is the transplantation of
organs or tissues from an animal source into a
human recipient. Hence, statement 1 is
correct.
e [t was first tried in humans in the 1980s in the
United States. Hence, statement 2 is correct.
41. Answer A
e Cirrostratus clouds are high-altitude clouds
(formed above 8,000 meters). They are thin,
transparent clouds, and can create optical

40. 3Tk D
o UFlCgweR fHdt ug) T | #ed uraddl
3T T FHad! BT TR §1 FTAY, HYUT 1
R
e IU UEA SR 1980 & G¥® H Igad IT
AR®T ¥ Asl # oM™l AT U7l SH,
HYT2 TeT B

41. FWA .
. Ry 9gd 3= S8 ad 916d § (8,000

phenomena like halos around the sun or moon
due to the ice crystals within them. Hence,
statement 1 is not correct.

Stratus are layered clouds covering large
portions of the sky. These clouds are generally

Hex ¥ FW &4 B)1 3 udal, URexl aed g
g 3R I iR 76 & fheea & HRU gd a1
d5m ¥ IR} IR yuEHEd ot oifdwd g
ST OHd 81 3T, FUF 1 T T B

Xl AP & dg TW Dl HR HA drd

formed either due to loss of heat or the mixing
of air masses with different temperatures.
Hence, statement 3 is not correct

42. Answer B

e Frost forms when the temperature is below
freezing, not above. Dew forms when the
temperature is above freezing. Hence,
statement 1 is not correct.

e Dew forms as water droplets through
condensation, while frost forms as ice crystals
through deposition, especially when the
temperature is below freezing. Hence,
statement 2 is correct.

e Both frost and dew require similar conditions:
high humidity, clear skies, calm air, and cold
temperatures. However, frost forms under
freezing conditions, unlike dew. Hence,
statement 3 is correct.

43. Answer A

Tropical cyclones indeed form over warm
tropical oceans where the sea surface
temperature is higher than 27°C. The energy
from these warm waters is crucial for the
cyclone’s formation and intensification.
Hence, statement 1 is correct.

This warm temperature causes the water to
evaporate, which fuels the cyclone by
releasing latent heat when the moisture
condenses. The energy that intensifies a
tropical cyclone indeed comes from the
condensation process in the cumulonimbus
clouds that surround the storm’s center. As
moist air rises, it cools and condenses,
releasing latent heat. This heat increases the
air's buoyancy, allowing the storm to grow
stronger. Hence, statement 2 is correct.

RAGR ded 8id 31 I Jeel 3MHAR R a1 Y
T & JHam o e aoE a9y
ST P %0 $ SRU g9 T1 IIRIT, HYT
3 TR TR B

42. 37X B
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fpeed & U § §9a1 3, THB 9 dGHH
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43. 3TR A

o JUBfedthy Tpard aRaad # T Iusfedd
TRl W §d §, 98 94 &1 Idg &
AEE 27°C ¥ 34f¥e BraT g1 37 TH Ut ¥
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R FEAIay drgal | Ho ufshdn ¥ et
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44. Answer A
A tornado is formed when there is a severe
updraft of warm, moist air and a downdraft of
cool air, which creates spiraling winds. The
central area of the tornado has very low
pressure, causing it to exert force and create
significant destruction. Tornadoes generally
occur in middle latitudes. The tornado over
the sea is called waterspouts. Hence, statement
2 is not correct.

45. Answer C

e FASTags require physical toll booths to track
and charge vehicles that are FASTag-enabled.
Hence, statement 1 is correct.

e Satellite tolling systems will have virtual toll
booths which will eliminate the need for
physical structures for toll collection. Hence,
statement 2 is correct.

46. Answer B
The Time Use Survey (TUS) is conducted by
the National Statistics Office (NSO) under the
Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI). Statement 1 is
incorrect.

47. Answer B
NAKSHA is implemented under the Digital
India Land Records Modernization
Programme (DILRMP). Statement 1 is
incorrect.

48. Answer A

e Space does not enhance lung function;
instead, fluid shifts can impair breathing and
ventilation.

e High-energy cosmic radiation in space
damages DNA, increasing cancer risk and
accelerating aging.

e Microgravity leads to bone density loss (1-
2% per month) and muscle atrophy due to
lack of gravitational resistance.

49. Answer B
Section 43(5) of Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) corresponds to Section 46(4)
of the CrPC and restricts the arrest of women
at night (between sunset and sunrise), except
in exceptional circumstances with prior
magistrate approval.
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50. Answer A

. TWRA
o USTE WHIfdd =T ¥ YR 3R AU | UIT

Sd € T *U § g9d, RaT, Jwdit, T iR
TgHel St Aty 71

Gharials are naturally found in India and
Nepal, primarily in rivers such as Chambal,
Girwa, Rapti, Son, and Mahanadi.

e The gharial is listed as Critically Endangered o YSUIA P IUCN Y8 fore A MR Tu 9 qvg
in the IUCN Red List. & w0 H ghiag fear mn g
51. Answer C . 3R C
e Statement 2 Incorrect because the magnetic « TUF 2 A § e PRAT §ld & iR
field strength within coronal holes increases W &7 @1 drbd AR UL Recil S:Fﬁ Cal
from the solar equator to the poles, not 3R 9gdt 8, gedh T&T 81
decreases. o T ST 8 fF PRAEA A TR UR SfaRe
e Coronal holes are believed to originate from YT ¥ I Eﬁﬁ % 3R A T ‘TS'EEﬁ >
the deep solar interior and may form due to WW%WWW%I
the  superposition of  Alfvén  wave o DRI BIA DI dIUH I=1 fafie 3f&izn )
perturbations. T Bt B, o w18 meayut fisrar gt gt
e The temperature structure of coronal holes is 2l
uniform across different latitudes, with no 3B
significant variation. o 1B AT TS Uhd IS P! Tafid el Bl
52. Answer B 8, 9fc Tmarelt aTd IR HT TH Acad g o
e The Tea Horse Road does not refer to a single chmutm 9= # [ gar AR YR
road but a network of branching paths that Wﬁm@'@ﬂl
began in southwest China and ended in the o 7 e e Rew A @1 | T R, g I
Indian subcontinent. 1 T 3T Tead & S 97 B HRd 3R ssd
e Tea Horse Road is not part of the Silk Road, it

I Ssdr gl

is a separate network of paths that connected .
. No explanation

China to India and Tibet.

. SR A
53. No explanation o FYT 4 T § Hifh THA DHad TRMET-URIT
54. Answer A &7 T Uep URUT SrfeaT & §erar ¢4 & o
e Statement 4 is incorrect as the conference will

"SRIYR TINUNT" & SO & J1Y JAT BT

o T & fou Aed o oM™ SR RS
A BT HATT g |

o fowa uRmruwia § dad foem @ ok

conclude with the adoption of the "Jaipur
Declaration" to promote a circular economy in
Asia- pacific region only.

e The nodal agency for the conference is the i dewrd @) und e @ R § uloy
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs. p T E PR FET 2
e The theme is "Realizing Circular Societies m §
Towards Achieving Sustainable Development E % ??RHE% fes BT TS IR URS FT TR MR
Goals & Carbon Neutrality in Asia-Pacific." ‘ E 3 5 qge MR o ( "
33 Answer B mi RS e R 31 3 1 S T R
e This is the first wolf sanctuary in Karnataka 3 .
and the second one in India. The first wolf H? * OTHARTY ﬁ R a 2021 F FAICE F
sanctuary (Mahaudanr) is located in 'o; it foret 7 1 18 o) ot 2 W &
Jharkhand state. Statement 1 is not correct. u é .« URdH m , R Gﬁ{, [
e The Sanctuary was established in the Koppal ‘ 8 SIpgeHl A Sl € Sff ST O TgT o o
district of Karnataka in the year 2021. % &1 F 3T
Statement 2 is correct. : )
e Indian Fox, Golden Jackal, and Striped Hyena &
are the other fauna that are commonly found |
here. Statement 3 is correct. )
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56. Answer D

Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) is
a statutory body under Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, regulating the
public exhibition of films under the provisions
of the Cinematograph Act 1952. Statement 1
and 2 are correct.

Films can be publicly exhibited in India only
after they have been certified by the Central
Board of Film Certification. Statement 3 is
correct.

57. Answer A

It autonomously detects target objects, and

transmits real-time alerts that can trigger

o Rapid-response to entry by poachers or
illegal loggers.

o Wildlife entering agricultural or pastoral
lands.

o Status of endangered or exotic invasive
species. Statement 2 is correct.

58. Answer A

Recently, Meta (not Google) introduced its
internet  subsea cable named Project
Waterworth. Statement 1 is not correct.

It is the world’s longest undersea cable system
Project that stretches over 50,000 km.
Statement 2 is correct.

The initiative will bring industry-leading
connectivity to the US, India, Brazil, South
Africa, and other key regions. Statement 3 is
correct.

59. Answer A

The Department of Economic Affairs (DEA)
under the Ministry of Finance (not RBI) is
responsible for overseeing the allocation of
proceeds from Sovereign Green Bonds.
Statement 2 is not correct.

60. Answer D

Nanha Sa Dil is a unique Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative by Coal India
Limited (CIL) in collaboration with the Sri
Sathya Sai Health & Education Trust
(SSSHE?). Statement 1 is correct.

The initiative aims to provide life-saving
surgeries for children suffering from
Congenital Heart Disease (CHD) and focuses
on early diagnosis, screening, and treatment of
CHD in communities that often lack resources
for specialized healthcare. Statement 2 is
correct.

RACE IAS

e FIg e YHUE I8 (CBFC) I 3R
TR {0 & dgd Ue duTHe e[ g,
St RAAeRTs Sififaw 1952 & gyl &
Jed firel & Trawi-e Uex & fafafid
AT g YT 1 3R 2 TEt
o Forg e THUM SIS gRT UHIfvd fhu
WM & 915 g e & URa | grdeie
w %Kqﬁuaﬁhmwm%l$m3w
g |
é 57. 3TX A
il o U WM ®U Y d&g a3l &1 udl Al
2 2, 3R IRAIS THY 3T UHRd Bl §
2 S RIGIRAT a1 3134 AhSERI gRT T B
5 for @R wfaferan &1 foR a3 Iar 3|
Bl o PN W WIME YW H Wow oA 9
; S | e AT e sepTH vt
;: ot U YT 2 T 81

58. 3UX A
o TW@ B H W (Google g 7 Wiae
gre¥ad IH ¥ 3(UAT Sec ot pad U
e sy 1 T TS B
o UE AT DI T dal ST dhad YoIel!
ORASHT ® S 50,000 fhater & 3w
e el g o HUT 2 T 5
e UE Ugd MNP, URA, woid, ofém
SMPIHT AR ST T &l § ITNT-3Roft
FHfaciad! A HUF 3 Tel B
59. 3T A
fo oo & agd onfdfes Ama o1 faumT
(DEA) (RBI Tal) Tiaxd UH s I Ui 3
F 3fded oI WG & fou PR g
HYF 2 gt el g
60. 3R D
o TR ot T e Ty iR e o
(SSSHEt) & W8l ¥ ®Id sfear fafics
(C) GRT Th FS HluRe WIS
STREIIE (CSR) USd 5| HYF 1981 &

:

£

]

o

5

]

8

b

E

¢ A

3 o TY UZA DI 35T SHGId §ad T (CHD)
< Y tifsd = & forg Sitad e Ioikl e
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M, 9 SR IR WR &M Higd BT
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61. Answer D

This initiative is a senior healthcare-centric
extension of the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PMIJAY)
scheme.

It offers senior citizens a comprehensive
health cover of up to Rs 10 lakh annually.
Seniors with private health insurance or ESIC
are eligible to avail AB PMJAY benefits

62. Answer C

It originated in the Himalayas and flowed
through the regions of Punjab, Haryana,
Western Rajasthan, and Gujarat between the
Indus river in the west and the Ganges river in
the east. Hence, statement 1 is correct.

The Saraswati river disappeared around 5000
years ago due to climatic and tectonic changes.
It is believed that the river still flows
underground beneath the Thar Desert and
retains its Himalayan connectivity. Hence,
statement 2 is correct.

63. Answer A

Plasticisers are additives used to make rigid
plastics like PVC (polyvinyl chloride) more
flexible and softer by reducing intermolecular
forces within the polymer chains.

This is particularly relevant to plastic products
requiring durability and flexibility, such as
cables, hoses, and films.

64. Answer B

Hindi is recognized as the official language of
India under Article 343 of the Constitution,
alongside English for official purposes.
Hence, statement 1 is not correct.

65. Answer B

Pink Fire Retardant is a chemical mix used to
slow or extinguish wildfires. It primarily
contains ammonium phosphate-based slurry.
Hence, statement 1 is not correct.

66. Answer D

The First Backward Class Commission,
chaired by Shri Kaka Kalelkar, was
established by a Presidential Order under
Article 340 of the Indian Constitution on
January 29, 1953.

. 3D

o UE USH SMPWM YR UYHHA S R
TISHT (AB PMJAY) TioHT &1 aRE Wy Jdl-
Figd AR I

o g aRY ANTR®! B! FIAHT 10 ARG IGY b BT

AU TR HaR T PRl g
o Sl W=y Sior a1 Esic o Iy AFIRE AB
PMJAY ®TH U7 S & UTH &
. FRC

o Tg foure o 3w g3 ok ufdm & Riy 7l oik
gd T A4 & st9 doe, giaron, ofde
IERIM 3R T[oRId & &3 d g Juat Ui
TR, HUF 1 9ET B

o TG AAE! A 5000 WIS UgS Searg 3R
e URadHl & RO gu & T &1 T
AT ST § fob a5 Gt ot off uR YA &
I Yo =0 & w5t § ok a3 9 g
21 39T, YT 2 T B

. 3 A

o TREAESR U TIoie 81 & T SUTIT PVC
@R TIRZS) S HOR WD Bl
giferR g@ans & HidR SicR-3muifdds @t &1
Y PP 3P T 3R RA 991 $ g
fear ST g1

o T8 Y ¥U I wifes Iamc & forg urife
2, R wite 3R o= @ saged
Bl 8, S pad, B iR |

. 3B

3fiepTRe Il & forw el & Iry-ary fga
&I WfIUH F 3G 343 & dgd URA Bt
3MRBTRED HINT & =T | H-IdT U & | S,
FY 1 g8l T 3|

. 3B

fie wrR Rerde e Iamfae g g forger

JUIANT ST BT SN B T HA a1 g1 &

foe fpar Smar 21 399 gem wu § omifad

qﬁqo‘”rsﬁo—c'% -3y OYat BT 81 3UfeIY, By 1 Tat
|

. 3D

o o BB FIAARR DI Ferar H ugan Uz ol
3TN, 29 TASY, 1953 B YR IfAY™ &
35S 340 P T APUNT & MY R AU
foar T o)

o 3N, Y IR R BT BIATBR AN &b
U B M S €, 3 30 A1, 1955 H SO
e g 1

|
)

The commission, commonly referred to as the
Kaka Kalelkar Commission, submitted its
report on March 30, 1955.
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TdHaH 899 UUIE 399 2025 H, HRd
B3P 2024 H 809 WH T fIRBR 850 ”IH
W 31T &, R 59 UR| &1 57 o H
dien-god ugd e 18 g1 39T, B 2
BHESKE]
68. 3R C
o TR A U yonfadr § o wara it &
el & o omowge fowna sferrd
HIEHe HHId Bl IdeT gl Hal gl
SR, $Y | 981 3
o PRA TSNS ¥, Wwad fHeiar 3
HIATH! &
69. TR A
e HRd & SMWTH AR 7 2014 & AW &d
Yhe & GRM INS U 3R INS YHT &
e @MY 2000 °F UF UgHR|
ERINMERE PR R
o T AT HRA, iRt 3R AT Bl
TS HRA aTer U FAueiy de e g™
1 3HIAT, HYF 3 9! Ta1 5|
oy |70 STRA
il .o TR, S T ugendl WeY (@dd 3R
aTd U 1Y Igd 8) BT UfAMid Hd o,
el uifRufaet & & ot ae™ #xa g
3IfeTT, HYT | T8t g
o T HIH YA Sd § ot CIRIERYE:]
wd ¢ 3Uued, geeiad S iy
W%ﬁwmﬁ%@w Yf¥repr fAuma
21 3T, HY 11 I8t g
71. 3R C
o U gt Pt Ul 38: YR & AU Bt
qradl SFE B gt 11 # ufafy 38 o
mwwﬁfﬁw%l 3Iferg, HYF 1
|
o YRA, GHAT HT RN ToU w1 foelel!
Ided 3R IUHGAT (WA 2024 dH
442 85 fimaie), 3 fow adf 23 & fooret ot
ggﬁ 9.5% ! dls &l | THICIT, HYUA 2
|
. Topdic v 9 (2022): fowTel IdeT ¥
IS Ueiferad iR Uipfas 9 & fow qw
ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁl%ﬂmﬁm
3 |

67. Answer A
In the latest Henley Passport Index 2025,
India's rank has dropped to 85th, down from
80th in 2024 giving its holders visa-free
access to 57 countries. Hence, statement 2 is
not correct.
68. Answer C
e Soft corals are species that do not produce the
massive calcium carbonate skeletons needed
to form coral reefs. Hence, statement I is
correct.
e C(Corals are invertebrates from the class

Anthozoa, phylum Cnidaria
69. Answer A

e India’s Operation Neer delivered around 2000
tonnes of water via INS Deepak and INS
Shukanya, during the 2014 Male Water Crisis.
Hence, statement 2 is not correct.

e The “Dosti” exercise is a trilateral coast guard
exercise involving India, Sri Lanka, and the
Maldives. Hence, statement 3 is not correct.

70. Answer A

e Lichens, which represent a symbiotic
relationship (fungi and algae living together),
also contribute to marine ecosystems. Hence,
statement I is correct.

e Marine fungi are microscopic organisms that
live in ocean environments, playing key roles
in decomposition, symbiosis, and producing
bioactive compounds. Hence, statement II is
correct.

71. Answer C

e Entry 38 of the Concurrent List: Electricity is a
concurrent subject at Entry 38 in List III of the
seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India.
Hence, statement 1 is correct.

e India, the world’s third-largest electricity
producer and consumer (442.85 GW as of
April 2024), saw power consumption grow by
9.5% in FY23. Hence, statement 2 is correct.

e Kirit Parikh Committee (2022): Recommended
pricing reforms for petroleum and natural gas
linked to power generation. Hence, statement 3
is correct.
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72. Answer C
The designation is awarded by the Supreme
Court or High Courts based on legal acumen,
standing at the Bar, and special knowledge
after at least 10 years of experience. Hence,
statement II is not correct.

73. Answer ¢

e Tigers are found in only 13 tiger-range
countries, including India, Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, =~ Myanmar, Russia, China,
Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia, Laos, and
Vietnam. However, according to the latest
IUCN report, tigers are now extinct in
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. Hence,
statement 1 is correct.

e Madhya Pradesh has the highest tiger
population in India. Out of approximately
3,800 wild tigers in the country, 785 are found
in Madhya Pradesh alone. Hence, statement 2
is correct.

e Conservation efforts include the International
Big Cats Alliance (IBCA) launched by India
for seven big cats, the Tx2 campaign by World
Wildlife Fund to double the global tiger
population by 2022, Project Tiger initiated in
1973, and a tiger census conducted every four
years. Hence, statement 3 is correct.

74. Answer B
MERCOSUR (Southern Common Market) is
a regional trade bloc in South America,
established in 1991.

75. Answer A

e Data centres are specialized facilities used to
store, manage, and process large volumes of
electronic data. Hence, statement I is correct.

e The increasing adoption of digital
technologies, especially in Al, cloud
computing, and data storage, has led to rising
demand for data processing and storage
solutions. Hence, statement II is correct.
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76. Answer B
Mitra Shakti is an annual exercise between
India and Sri Lanka based on counter
insurgency and counter terrorism operations in
semi urban terrain. Hence, Pair 3 is not
correctly matched
Dharma Guardian is an annual exercise
conducted alternatively in India and Japan.
Hence, Pair 4 is not correctly matched.

77. Answer A
The Kandariya Mahadev Temple, located in
the Khajuraho group of temples, is a Hindu
temple and is part of the architectural tradition
of Hinduism, not Buddhism. The temple is
known for its intricate carvings and is a
significant example of Hindu temple
architecture. Hence, statement 3 is not correct.

78. Answer B
Whole Genome Sequencing (WGS) decodes
the entire DNA, including both coding and
non-coding regions, offering a complete
genetic profile. Exome sequencing targets
only the gene-coding regions (exons), which
make up 1-2% of the genome but hold about
85% of disease-causing mutations. Hence,
statement 3 is not correct.

79. Answer D
India is still in the early stages of adopting
CCUS. While pilot projects and research

initiatives are ongoing, commercial-scale
CCUS projects have mnot yet been
implemented in India. Hence, statement 3 is
not correct.
80. Answer B
e The desert's soils include Desert, Red

Desertic, Sierozems, Red and Yellow, Saline,
Lithosols, and Regosols.

e The Desert houses one of the world's largest
lignite coal reserves. Hence, statement 3 is not
correct.

81. Answer A

e The Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY),
managed by MUDRA (a subsidiary of
SIDBI). Hence, statement 1 is not correct.

e [t facilitates micro-credit up to %10 lakh for
small business owners in the non-corporate,
non-farm sector. Hence, statement 2 is not
correct.

76. 3T B

o wfdd URd 3R dicier & o= aref gl
AHI B e e iR srdwarg
foeh oftmt W snuiRd we aiftfe
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82. Answer A

Kashmir’s agroclimatic conditions set it apart
from the rest of the country. The region’s
prolonged and harsh winters push the
vegetation into a state of dormancy.

The mountainous region is a home to a variety
of endemic plants, including indigenous bulbs,
herbs, shrubs, and trees.

The altitudinal gradient in the valley allows
different types of flora to thrive from plains to
alpine meadows, making the region an
ecological hotspot. Hence, statement II is
correct.

83. Answer C

India is Sri Lanka’s largest trade partner,
leading FDI source, and top tourist contributor
(FY 2023). Hence, statement 1 is correct.
India extended grants and concessional loans;
key infrastructure and digital projects (e.g.
housing, Kankesanthurai Port, Digital ID).
Hence, statement 2 is correct.

84. Answer C

Originally called Devgiri (Hill of Gods), it was
renamed Daulatabad by Muhammad bin
Tughlaq when he shifted his capital there in the
14th century. Hence, statement 1 is correct.

It is a UNESCO-nominated heritage site,
known for its historical, architectural, and
ecological importance. Hence, statement 2 is
correct.

85. Answer A

India is not a signatory to the Ottawa
Convention, 1997. Hence, statement 2 is not
correct.

It is an international agreement that prohibits
the use, production, stockpiling, and transfer of
anti-personnel landmines. Hence, statement 1
is correct.

Poland, Finland, and the Baltic states- Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania (all NATO members) are
withdrawing from the Ottawa Convention,
1997 banning anti-personnel landmines, citing
increased security threats from Russia amid the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine war. Hence, statement
3 is correct.
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86. Answer B
Ethnicity: Gorkhas are not a single ethnic
group but include several ethnicities like
Gurungs, Magars, Rais, Limbus, and others
from the hilly regions of Nepal.
Gorkha Regiments: Their reputation as fierce
warriors led them to serve in various armies
especially the British, Indian, and Nepalese
armies.

87. Answer C
11th  BRICS Labour & Employment
Ministers’ Meeting 2025

e 2025 meeting — Slogan of “Strengthening the
Cooperation of the Global South for More
Inclusive and Sustainable Governance”.

e Key Outcomes — The declaration commits
BRICS nations to

e Promote inclusive Al policies that balance
innovation with worker protection.

e Advance social dialogue to ensure fair climate
transitions.

e Strengthen South-South cooperation on labour
governance, digital inclusion, and green job
creation.

88. Answer A
Metaverse is the next generation of the
internet. The metaverse is a form of mixed
reality, meaning the combination of
augmented and virtual reality. Metaverse will
not only introduce digital elements in the real
world, but it will also merge the Internet with

the virtual world.

89. Answer D
Non-compliance would not invite a traditional
fine. Instead an “environmental

compensation” would be levied, though the
rules do not specify how much this
compensation would be.

90. Answer B
Dark matter, though never detected, is
believed to be present in the entire universe.
Hence statement 1 is not correct.
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91. Answer D
e As banks get long-term funds at lower rates, their

91. 3D
o O 9P B FH R W b B e

cost of funds falls. In turn, they reduce interest
rates for borrowers (better transmission of
monetary policy). So, point 2 is correct.

LTRO helped RBI ensure that banks reduce their
marginal cost of funds-based lending rates without
reducing policy rates. So, point 1 is correct.
According to the RBI, LTRO efforts are being
carried forward to assure banks about the
availability of durable liquidity at a reasonable
cost relative to prevailing market conditions. So,
point 3 is correct.

. Answer B

A Veblen good is a good for which demand
increases as the price increases, because of its
exclusive nature and appeal as a status symbol. A
Veblen good has an upward-sloping demand
curve, which runs counter to the typical
downward-sloping curve. However, a Veblen
good is generally a high-quality, coveted product,
in contrast to a Giffen good, which is an inferior
product that does not have easily available
substitutes. So, statement 1 is not correct.

Demand for Giffen goods is heavily influenced by
a lack of close substitutes and income pressures.
So, statement 2 is correct.

. Answer: b

An inselberg is an isolated hill, ridge, or small
mountain that abruptly protrudes out from a
virtually level surrounding plain. Inselbergs arise
from rocks that erode at a slower rate than that of
the surrounding rocks. The landform consists of an
erosion-resistant rock that protects a softer rock
such as limestone. The resistant rock remains
isolated as ongoing erosion erodes the less
resistant rock around it.

. Answer B

Phad is a type of scroll painting. The paintings
depicting exploits of local deities are often carried
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95. Answer A

Ozone is a natural gas; it is an allotrope of
oxygen consisting of three atoms of oxygen
bound together in a non-linear fashion. The
chemical symbol of ozone is O3

It is found in two different layers of the
atmosphere. Ozone in the troposphere is “bad”
because it dirties the air and helps to form
smog, which is not good to breathe.

Ozone in the stratosphere is “good” because it
protects life on Earth by absorbing some of the
Sun’s harmful UltraViolet (UV) rays. Hence,
option (a) is correct.

96. Answer A

Insolation is the cheapest and most important
source of energy in the biosphere ecosystem
because it is provided by nature. Plants get
nutrients such as water and minerals from the
ground through their roots, from which these
plants prepare their food through
photosynthesis reaction from sunlight by
chlorophyll, the green pigment present in their
leaves. In this activity, glucose is prepared and
the plant gets food.

97. Answer A

Statement 2 is incorrect: Tropical dry deciduous
forests are found throughout the northern part of
the country except in the North-East.

Statement 3 is incorrect: Tropical dry evergreen
forests are found along TamilNadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka coast.

98. Answer D

Both statements are incorrect: In-situ
Conservation:  In-situ  conservation  of
biodiversity is the conservation of species
within their natural habitat. In this method, the
natural ecosystem is maintained and protected.
Ex-situ Conservation: Ex-situ conservation of
biodiversity involves the breeding and
maintenance of endangered species in artificial
ecosystems such as zoos, nurseries, botanical
gardens, gene banks, etc. There is less
competition for food, water and space among
the organisms.
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99. Answer A

Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN) was
launched as a regional connectivity scheme
under the Ministry of Civil Aviation in 2016.

Under this Scheme, Regional Connectivity
Fund (RCF) was created, which funds the

Viability Gap Funding (VGF) requirements of

the scheme through a levy on certain domestic
flights. Hence, statement 1 is correct.
The scheme focuses on the connectivity
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between the Tier-2 and 3 cities in the india.
Hence, statement 2 is correct.
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e Its objective is to develop the regional
aviation market. Hence, statement 3 is not
correct.

100. 3R A
100.  Answer A IIORT g8 &4 § IuF SemRd Ho §,
Millets are primarily rainfed crops, grown in %A 7 fom1 RS a1d Y &3 § I8 ot ]
dryland areas with little or no irrigation. They I 9199 3R ﬁﬁé;ﬁ 3 U9 Bl B ISR
require less water and agricultural inputs than # 0 U IR HY 37YC BT SMa=IHaT gil g,
other staple crops like rice and wheat, making fored a fopamt & for oifére fewprs; fawed s

SITd 31 SUMR, S 3 Tel el ol

them a more sustainable option for farmers.
Hence, statement 3 is not correct.
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