RELIGIONAND PHILOSOPHY IN
MEDIEVAL INDIA

early every month aprogrammeisgoing oninany auditoriuminthecity where

songs of the Sufi saints and Bhakti saints are sung. The popularity of these

programems can be seen from the attendance that isthere. They are patronized
by the government, by big business houses and even by individuals. The songsand the
teachings of the Sufi and the Bhaki saints are relevant even today. Do you know the
medieval periodin Indiasaw theriseand growth of the Sufi movement and the Bhakti
movement. Thetwo movements brought anew form of religious expression amongst
Muslimsand Hindus. The Sufiswere mysticswho called for liberalisminIslam. They
emphasi sed on an egditarian society based on universd love. TheBhakti saintstransformed
Hinduism by introducing devotion or bhakti asthe meansto attain God. For them caste
had no meaning and all human being’swere equal. The Sufi and Bhakti saintsplayed an
important rolein bringing the Mudimsand Hindustogether. By using theloca language of
the people, they made religion accessi bleand meaningful to the common people.
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After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

e understand thereasonsfor therise of Sufismand Bhakti movementsin Medieval
India;

e trace the growth of the Sufi movement;

e identify the major silsilahs of the Qufis;

e explain the main tenets of Sufism;

e explain the philosophy of the Bhakti saints, Sant Kabir and Guru Nanak;
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rise of Skhism;
e explain the ideology of the Vaishnavite saints,

e recognise the contribution of Sufi and Bhakti saints towards the growth of a
composite Indian culture.

9.1 THE SUFI MOVEMENT

Background-Riseof Islam

Youwill recal that Idamwasfounded by Prophet Muhammad. [dam saw theriseof many
religiousand spiritua movementswithinit. Thesemovementswere centered mainly around
theinterpretation of the Quran. Thereweretwo magjor sectsthat arosewithin Idam- the
Sunnisand Shias. Our country has both the sects, but in many other countrieslikelran,
Iraq, Pakistan etc. youwill find followersof only oneof them.

Among the Sunnis, therearefour principal schoolsof IdamicLaw, Thesearebased upon
the Quran and Hadis (traditions of the Prophet’s saying and doings). Of thesethe Hanafi
school of the eighth century was adopted by the eastern Turks, who later cameto India.

The greatest challenge to orthodox Sunnism came from the rationalist philosophy or
Mutazlas, who professed strict monotheism. According to them, God isjust and has
nothing to do with man’sevil actions. Men are endowed with freewill and areresponsible
for their own actions. The Mutazilaswere opposed by theAshari School. Founded by
Abul Hasan Ashari (873-935AD), theAshari school evolveditsownrationaist argument
in defence of the orthodox doctrine (kalam). This school believesthat God knows, sees
and speaks. The Quraniseternal and uncreated. The greatest exponent of thisschool was
AbuHamidd-Ghazdi (1058-1111 AD), whoiscredited with having reconciled orthodoxy
withmysticism. Hewasagreat theologian whoin 1095 begantolead alife of aSufi. Heis
deeply respected by both orthodox dementsand Sufis. Al-Ghazdi attacked al non-orthodox
Sunni schools. Hesaid that positive knowledge cannot begained by reason but by revelation.
Sufisowed their alegianceto the Quran asmuch asthe Ulemasdid.

Theinfluence of theideas of Ghazali wasgreater because of the new educational system
set up by the state, It provided for setting up of seminaries of higher learning (called
madrasas) where scholarswerefamiliarised with Ashari ideas. They weretaught how to
run thegovernment in accordance with orthodox Sunni ideas. These scholarswereknown
asulema. Ulema played animportant roleinthe politicsof medieval India.

TheSufis

Contrary totheulemawerethe Sufis. The Sufisweremystics. They were piousmenwho
were shocked at the degenerationin political and religiouslife. They opposed the vulgar
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display of wealthin publiclifeand the readiness of theulemato serve” ungodly” rulers.
Many begantolead aretired ascetic life, having nothing to do with the state. The Sufi
philosophy a so differed from the ulema. The Sufislaid emphasisupon freethought and
liberal ideas. They were against formal worship, rigidity and fanaticisminreligion. The
Sufisturned to meditationin order to achieverdigioussatisfaction. Likethe Bhakti saints,
the Sufistoo interpreted religion as‘love of god’ and service of humanity. In course of
time, the Sufisweredivided into different silsilahs (orders) with each silsilah having its
own pir (guide) called Khwaja or Sheikh. The pir and hisdiscipleslivedin akhangah
(hospice). A pir nominated asuccessor or wali from hisdisciplesto carry on hiswork.
The Sufisorganised samas (arecita of holy songs) to arouse mystical ecstasy. Basrain
Iragq became the centre of Sufi activities. It must be noted that the Sufi saintswere not
setting up anew religion, but were preparing amoreliberd movement withintheframework
of Idam. They owed their alegianceto the Quran asmuch asthe ulemadid.

SufisminIndia

Theadvent of SufisminIndiaissaidto beinthedeventh and twel fth centuries. Oneof the
early Sufisof eminence, who settled in India, wasAl-Hujwari who died in 1089, popularly
known as Data Ganj Baksh (Distributor of Unlimited Treasure). In the beginning, the
main centresof the Sufiswere M ultan and Punjab. By thethirteenth and fourteenth centuries,
the Sufishad spread to Kashmir, Bihar, Bengal and the Deccan. It may be mentioned that
Sufism had aready taken on adefinite form before coming to India. Itsfundamental and
moral principles, teachingsand orders, system of fasting, prayersand practiceof livingin
khangahshad aready been fixed. The Sufiscameto IndiaviaAfghanistan ontheir own
freewill. Their emphasisupon apurelife, devotional loveand serviceto humanity made
them popular and earned them a place of honour in Indian society.

Abul Fazl whilewriting in the Ain-i-Akbari speaks of fourteen silsilahs of the Sufis.
However, inthislesson we shdl outline only some of theimportant ones. Thesesilsilahs
were divided into two types: Ba-shara and Be-shara. Ba-shara werethose ordersthat
followedtheldamic Law (Sharia) anditsdirectivessuch asnamazand roza. Chief amongst
thesewerethe Chishti, Suhrawardi, Firdaws, Qadiri and Nagshbandi silsilahs. Thebe-
shara silsilahswere not bound by the Sharia. The Qalandars belonged to thisgroup.

The Chishti Silsilah

The Chishti order wasfounded inavillage called Khwagja Chishti (near Herat). InIndia,
the Chishti silsilah wasfounded by KhwajaMuinuddin Chishti (born c. 1142) who came
to Indiaaround 1192. HemadeAjmer the main centrefor histeaching. He believed that
serving mankind wasthe best form of devotion and therefore he worked amongst the
downtrodden. Hedied inAjmer in 1236. During Mughal times, Ajmer becamealeading
pilgrim centre because the emperorsregularly visited the Shelkh’ stomb. The extent of his
popularity can be seen by thefact that eventoday, millionsof Mudimsand Hindusvisit his
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dargah for fufilment of their wishes. Among hisdiscipleswere Sheikh Hamiduddin of
Nagaur and Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki. Theformer lived thelife of a poor peasant,
cultivated land and refused Iltutmish’s offer of a grant of villages. The khangah of
Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki wasa so visted by peoplefrom dl waksof life. Sultan ltutmish
dedicated the Qutub Minar to this Saint. Sheikh Fariduddin of Ajodhan (Pettanin Pakistan)
popularised the Chishti silsilah in modern Haryanaand Punjab. He opened hisdoor of
loveand generosity to all. BabaFarid, ashewas called, was respected by both Hindus
and Muslims. Hisverses, writtenin Punjabi, are quoted inthe Adi Granth.

BabaFarid’ smost famousdisciple Shaikh NizamuddinAuliya(1238-1325) wasresponsible
for making Delhi animportant centre of the Chighti silsilah. Hecameto Delhi in 1259 and
during hissixty yearsin Delhi, he saw thereign of seven sultans. He preferred to shunthe
company of rulersand noblesand kept a oof from the state. For him renunciation meant
distribution of food and clothesto the poor. Amongst hisfollowerswasthe noted writer
Amir Khusrau.

Another famous Chishti saint was Sheikh Nasiruddin Mahmud, popularly known as
Nasiruddin Chirag-i-Dilli (The Lamp of Delhi). Following hisdeathin 13 56 and thelack
of aspiritual successor, the disciplesof the Chishti silsilah moved out towardseastern and
southernIndia

TheSuhrawardi Silsilah

Thisslsilah wasfounded by Sheikh Shihabuddin Suhrawardi. It wasestablishedinIndia
by Sheikh Bahauddin Zakariya (1182-1262). He set up aleading khangah in Multan,
whichwasvigted by rulers, high government officid sand rich merchants. Sheikh Bahauddin
Zakariyaopenly took | ltutmisht’ssidein hisstruggle against Qabachaand received from
him thetitle Shaikhul 1slam (Leader of Islam). It must be noted that unlike the Chishti
saints, the Suhrawardis maintained close contacts with the state. They accepted gifts,
jagirsand even government postsin theecclersiastical department.

The Suhrawardi silsilah wasfirmly established in Punjab and Sind. Besidesthesetwo
slslahstherewere otherssuch asthe Firdaws Slsilah, Shattari Slsilah, Qadiri Slsilah,
Nagshbandi Slsilah.

9.2 THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SUFI MOVEMENT

The Sufi movement made aval uable contribution to Indian society. Likethe Bhakti saints
who were engaged in breaking down the barrierswithin Hinduism, the Sufistooinfused a
new libera outlook within1dam. Theinteraction between early Bhakti and Sufi ideaslaid
thefoundation for moreliberal movementsof thefifteenth century. You will read that Sant
Kabir and Guru Nanak had preached anon-sectarian religion based on universal love.
The Sufisbdievedintheconcept of VWahdat-ul-Wajud (Unity of Being) whichwaspromoted
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by Ibn-i-Arabi (1165-1240). Heopinedthat dl beingsareessentialy one. Different religions
wereidentica. Thisdoctrinegained popularity in India. Therewasa so much exchange of
ideas between the Sufisand Indian yogis. In fact the hatha-yoga treatise Amrita Kunda
wastrandated into Arabic and Persian.

A notable contribution of the Sufiswastheir serviceto the poorer and downtrodden
sectionsof society. Whilethe Sultan and ulema often remained a oof from theday to day
problemsof the people, the Sufi saintsmaintained ¢l ose contact with the common people.
Nizamuddin Auliyawasfamousfor distributing giftsamongst the needy irrespective of
religionor caste. Itissaid that hedid not rest till hehad heard every visitor at the khangah.
According to the Sufis, the highest form of devotion to God wasthe service of mankind.
They treated Hindusand Mudimsaike. Amir Khusrau said “ Though theHinduisnot like
meinreligion, hebelievesinthesamethingsthat | do”.

The Sufi movement encouraged equaity and brotherhood. It fact, Theldamic emphasis
upon equaity wasrespected far more by the Sufisthan by theulema. The doctrinesof the
Sufiswereattacked by the orthodoxy. The Sufisa so denounced the ulema. They believed
that the ulema had succumbed to world by temptationsand were moving away fromthe
origina democratic and egditarian principlesof the Quran. Thisbattle between theorthodox
and liberd d ementscontinued throughout the s xteenth, seventeenth and el ghteenth centuries
The Sufi saintstried to bring about socia reformstoo.

Likethe Bhakti saints, the Sufi saintscontributed greatly to the growth of arich regiona
literature. Most of the Sufi saintswere poetswho chosetowriteinlocal languages. Baba
Farid recommended theuse of Punjabi for religiouswritings. Shaikh Hamiduddin, before
him, wrotein Hindawi. Hisversesare the best examples of early Hindawi trand ation of
Persan mystica poetry. Syed Gesu Daraz wasthefirst writer of Deccani Hindi. Hefound
Hindi more expressive than Persian to explain mysticism. A number of Sufi workswere
adsowrittenin Bengdli.

Themaost notable writer of thisperiod wasAmir Khusrau (I 252-1325) thefollower of
NizamuddinAuliya. Khusrau took pridein being an Indian and looked at the history and
cultureof Hindustan asapart of hisown tradition. Hewrote versesin Hindi (Hindawi) and
employed the Persian metrein Hindi. He created anew style called sabag-i-hindi. By the
fifteenth century Hindi had begun to assume adefinite shape and Bhakti saintssuch as
Kabir usedit extensively.

1. Whowerecdled Ulemas?

INTEXT QUESTIONS 9.1
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2. What do you mean by Kalam?

3. Whowascalled DataGanj Baksh?

4. How many SilsilahsAin-i-Akbari speaksabout?

5. WhereistheKhwagjaMuinuddin Chisti Khangah located?

6. Whatistheother nameof Idamiclaw?

7. Whoiscdled Chirag-i-Dilli (TheLamp of Delhi)?

9.3 THE BHAKTI MOVEMENT

The development of Bhakti movement took placein Tamil Nadu between the seventh and
twelfth centuries. It wasreflected in the emotional poems of the Nayanars (devotees of
Shiva) andAlvars(devoteesof Vishnu). These saintslooked upon religion not asacold
formal worship but as aloving bond based upon |ove between the worshipped and
worshipper. They wroteinlocal languages, Tamil and Telugu and werethereforeableto
reach out to many people.

In course of time, theideas of the South moved up to the North but it wasavery slow
process. Sanskrit, which wastill the vehicle of thought, wasgivenanew form.

Thuswefind that the Bhagavata Puranaof ninth century wasnot writtenintheold Puranic
form. Centered around K rishna s childhood and youth, thiswork usesKrishna sexploits
to explain deep philosophy insmpleterms. Thiswork becameaturning pointinthe history
of the Va shnavitemovement which wasan important component of the Bhakti movement.

A moreeffectivemethod for spreading of the Bhakti ideology wastheuseof loca languages.
TheBhakti saintscomposed their versesinlocal languages. They also trand ated Sanskrit
worksto makethem understandableto awider audience. Thuswefind Jnanadevawriting
inMarathi, Kabir, Surdasand Tulsidasin Hindi, Shankaradevapopul arising Assamese,
Chaitanyaand Chandidas spreading their messagein Bengali, Mirabai in Hindi and
Rajasthani. In addition, devotional poetry was composed in Kashmiri, Telugu, Kannad,
Oriya, Mdayadam, Maithili and Gujaréti.
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TheBhakti saintsbelieved that salvation can beachieved by all. They madeno distinction
of caste, creed or religion before God. They themsel ves camefrom diverse backgrounds.
Ramananda, whose disciplesincluded Hindusand Muslims, camefrom aconservative
brahmanfamily. Hisdisciple, Kabir, wasaweaver. Guru Nanak wasavillageaccountant’s
son. Namdev wasatailor. The saints stressed equality, disregarded the caste system and
attacked ingtitutionalised reigion. Thesaintsdid not confinethemselvesto purdly religious
ideas. They advocated socid reformstoo. They opposed sati and femd einfanticide. WWomen
wereencouraged tojoinkirtans. Mirabai and Lalla(of Kashmir) composed versesthat
arepopular even today.

Amongst the non-sectarian Bhakti saints, the most outstanding contribution was made by
Kabir and Guru Nanak. Their ideaswere drawn from both Hindu and Ilamic traditions
and wereamed at bridging the gulf between the Hindusand theMusdlims. Let usreadin
somedetail about them.

Kabir (1440-1518) issaid to have been the son of abrahman widow, who abandoned
him. Hewasbrought up inthe house of aMudimweaver. Kabir believed that theway to
God wasthrough persondly experienced bhakti or devotion. Hebelieved that the Creator
isOne. HisGod wascalled by many names- Rama, Hari, Govinda, Allah, Rahim, Khuda,
etc. Nowonder then that the Mudimsclaim him as Sufi, the Hinduscall him Rama-Bhakta
and the Sikhsincorporate hissongsin the Adi Granth. The external aspectsof religion
were meaninglessfor Kabir. Hisbeliefsand ideas werereflected in the dohas (Sakhi)
composed by him. Oneof hisdohas conveyed that if by worshipping astone (idol) one
could attain God, then hewaswilling to worship amountain. It was better toworship a
stoneflour-grinder becausethat could at least fill Ssomachs.

Kabir emphasised smplicity inreligion and said that bhakti wasthe easiest way to attain
God. Herefused to accept any prevaent rligiousbelief without prior reasoning. For him,
aman could not achieve successwithout hard work. He advocated performance of action
rather than renunciation of duty. Kabir’sbelief in the unity of God led both Hindusand
Mudlimsto becomehisdisciples.

Kabir’'sideaswerenot restricted to religion. He attempted to changethe narrow thinking
of society. Hispoetry wasforceful and direct. It waseasily understood and much of it has

passed into our everyday language.

Another great exponent of the Nankana school was Guru Nanak (1469-1539). Hewas
born at Talwandi (Nakana Sahib). From an early age, he showed leaningstowards a
spiritud life. Hewashel pful to the poor and needy. Hisdisciplescalled themsalves Skhs
(derived from Sanskrit sisya, discipleor Pdi sikkha, instruction).

Guru Nanak’spersondity combined initself smplicity and peacefulness. Guru Nanak’s
objectivewasto removethe existing corruption and degrading practicesin society. He
showed anew path for the establishment of an egalitarian social order. Like Kabir, Guru
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Nanak was as much asocia reformer as he was areligiousteacher. He called for an
improvement in the status of women. He said that womenwho givebirthto kingsshould
not be spokenill of. Hisvani (words) alongwith those of other Sikh Gurus have been
brought together in the Guru Granth Sahib, the holy book of the Sikhs.

TheVaishnavite M ovement

You haveread that saintssuch asKabir, Namdev and Guru Nanak had preached devotion
toward anirankar formof God. During thisperiod, another movement based upon devotion
towardsasakar form of God had a so devel oped. Thismovement, called the Vaishnavite
movement, centered around the worship of Rama and Krishna, who were seen as
incarnations (avatars) of Lord Vishnu. Itsmain exponentswere Surdas, Mirabal, Tulsidas
and Chaitanya. Their path to sal vation was expressed through the medium of poetry, song,
danceand kirtans.

Surdas (1483-1563) was adiscipleof thefamousteacher, Vallabhachara. Hewasablind
poet, whose songs are centered around Krishna. His Sursagar recountsthe exploits of
Krishnaduring hischildhood and youth with gentle affection and delightful ness.

Thelovefor Krishnawasa so expressed through the songsof Mirabal (1 503-73). Widowed
at an early age, shebelieved in aspiritual marriage with her Lord. Her poemshavea
quality of their own and are popular eventoday.

The Vai shnavite movement spread in the east through the efforts of Chaitanya (1484-
1533). Chaitanya considered K rishna not asamereincarnation of Vishnu but asthe
highest form of God. Thedevotionfor Krishnawas expressed through Sankirtans (hymn
session by devotees) which took placein homes, templesand even street processions.
Likeother Bhakti saints, Chaitanyatoo waswilling to welcome everyone, irrespective of
caste, intothefold. The saintsthus promoted asense of equality amongst the people.

The worship of Rama was popularised by saints like Ramananda (1400-1470). He
cons dered Ramaasthe supreme God. Women and outcasteswerewel comed. Themost
famousof the Ramabhaktaswas Tulsdas (| 532-1623) who wrotethe Ramacharitmanas.

TheVa shnavitesaintsdevel oped their philosophy withinthebroad framework of Hinduism.
They cdledfor reformsinreligion and loveamongst fellow beings. Their philosophy was
broadly humanigt.

9.4 THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BHAKTI! AND SUFI
MOVEMENTS

Youwill recall that the Bhakti movement was a socio-religious movement that opposed
religioushigotry and socid rigidities. It emphasised good character and purethinking. Ata
timewhen soci ety had become stagnant, the Bhakti saintsinfused new lifeand strength.
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They awakened anew sense of confidence and attempted to redefine socia and religious
vaues. SaintslikeKabir and Nanak stressed upon thereordering of society along egditarian
lines. Their call to socia equality attracted many adowntrodden. Although Kabir and
Nanak had nointention of founding new religionsbut following their deeths, their supporters
grouped together asK abir panthisand Sikhsrespectively.

Theimportance of the Bhakti and Sufi saintsliesinthe new atmosphere created by them,
which continued to affect thesocid, rdigiousand paliticd lifeof Indiaeveninlater centuries.
Akbar’sliberal ideaswereaproduct of thisatmaospherein which hewasborn and brought
up. Thepreaching of Guru Nanak were passed down from generation to generation. This
resulted in the growth of aseparate religiousgroup, with its separate language and script
Gurmukhi and religiousbook, Guru Granth Sahib. Under MahargaRanjit Singh, the Sikhs
grew into aformidable political forceinthepoliticsof North India

Theinteraction between the Bhakti and Sufi saintshad animpact upon Indian society. The
Sufi theory of Wahdat-al-Wujud (Unity of Being) wasremarkably smilar tothat inthe
Hindu Upanishads. Many Sufi poet-saints preferred to use Hindi termsrather than Persian
versesto explain concepts. Thuswe find Sufi poets such asMalik Muhamniad Jaisi
composing worksin Hindi. The use of terms such asKrishna, Radha, Gopi, Jamuna,
Gangaetc. became so commonin such literature that an eminent Sufi, Mir Abdul Wahid
wrote atreatise Hagaig-i-Hindi to explain their ISsamic equivaents. In later yearsthis
interaction continued asAkbar and Jahangir followed aliberd religiouspoalicy.

The popular versesand songs of the Bhakti saintsal so served asforerunnersof amusical
renaissance. New musical compositionswerewritten for the purpose of group singing at
kirtans. Eventoday Mira sbhajansand Tulsidas schaupaisarerecited at prayer meetings.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 9.2

1. Whichwork becametheturning point inthehistory of Vaishnavite movement?

2. Adi Granthisaholy work of whichreligion?

3. How did Kabir and Guru Nanak become popul ar among the masses?

4. Whosaidthis, *Women who givebirth to kings should not be spokenill of ?

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course

MODULE - IV

Religion and
Philosophy

P
Notes *



MODULE - IV

Religion and
Philosophy

Notes

Religion and Philosophy in Medieval India

5. Whowrote Sur Sagar?

Philosophy in Medieval India

Themajor religious movementswere brought about by the mystics. They contributed to
thereligiousideasand beliefs. Bhakti saintslike Vallabhacharya, Ramanuja, Nimbaraka
brought about new philosophical thinking which haditsoriginin Shankaracharya sadvaita
(non-dualism) philosophy.

Vishistadvaita of Ramanujacharya

Vishistadvaita meansmodified monism. The ultimateredity according to thisphilosophy
isBrahman (God) and matter and soul are hisqualities.

Sivadvaitaof Srikanthacharya

According to this philosophy the ultimate Brahman is Shiva, endowed with Shakti. Shiva
exissinthisworld aswell asbeyondit.

Dvaita of Madhavacharya

Theliteral meaning of dvaitaisdualism which standsin opposition to non-dualism and
monism of Shankaracharya. He believed that theworldisnot anillusion (maya) but a
redlity full of differences,

Dvaitadvaita of Nimbar aka

Dvaitadvaita means dualistic monism. According to this philosophy God transformed
himself intoworld and soul. Thisworld and soul aredifferent from God (Brahman). They
could survivewith the support of God only. They are separate but dependent.

Suddhadvaita of Vallabhacharya

Vallabhacharyawrote commentaries on Vedanta Sutraand Bhagavad Gita. For him.
Brahman (God) was Sri Krishnawho manifested himself as soulsand matter. God and
soul arenot distinct, but one. The stresswas on pure non-dualism. Hisphilosophy cameto
be known as Pushtimarga (the path of grace) and the school wascaled Rudrasampradaya.

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e TheBhakti and Sufi movementswerelibera movementswithin Hinduismand Idam
emphasi sing anew and more personalised rel ationshi p between the human being and
God.

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course



Religion and Philosophy in Medieval India MODULE - IV

Religion and
] ) Philosophy
e Themessageof the Sufi movement was universal loveand brotherhood of man.
o Becauseof ther belief inthe concept of unity of being, Sufiswereableto establishan
ideological relationship with Hindu thought.
e TheBhakti movement grew amongst Nayanarsand Alvarsof the south and stressed a
new method of worship of God based upon devotional love. Notes ©

TheBhakti saintsweredivided into the Nirgun and Sagun believers.

Unlikethe Nirgun believersthe Sagun believers saw God as having adefiniteform
suchasRamaor Krishna

TheBhakti and Sufi saintsmade val uable contributionsto medieval Indian society in
termsof laying aliberal foundation and promoting atremendous growth of regional
literatureand |l ocal languages.

:‘ TERMINAL EXERCISES

How did Sufi movement progressin Idam?

How will you differentiatethe Chisti Silsilah with the Subrawardi Silsilah?
TheBhakti Saintsand the Sufi Saintswerethetwo facesof acoin. Elaborate.
What werethe similarities between Guru Nanak and Kabir?

a M w Ddh P

Writeashort paragraph on the Vaishnovite movement of India?

i
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS
9.1

=

Scholarswith orthodox sunni idess.
Orthodox doctrineof Idamreligion.
Al-Hujwari
Fourteen
Shaia
Ajmer
Shetkh Nasiruddin Mahmud.
2
1. BhagavataPurana
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2. Skhrdigion
3. TheseideasweredrawnfromtheHinduand Mudimtraditions. They dsousedsmple
languages.
4. GuruNanak
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